PROJECT  in073  RECORD 


- T»A;r  GROUP 

z/yjx:ri9k9  27/1425(1) 


3.  SOURCE 


zrrrr.T^p.'^j  Civilian 


4.  NUMBER  OF  OBJECTS 


'.OCATiON 


Southern  Oregon 


10.  CONCLUSION 

UNIDENTIFIED 


5 to  8 


5.  LENGTH  OF  OBSERVATION  111.  BRIEF  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS 


Not  Reported 


6.  TYPE  OF  OBSERVATION 

Air-Visual 


7.  COURSE 

ss;i 


e.  PHOTOS 

□ Y«s 

rCNo 


9.  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE 


There  was  no  brciJc  in  the  outline*  Objects  had  a solid  con- 
figuration. Elongated  oval^  perhaps  twice  as  long  as  ^vide• 

Observer  stated  object  could  possibly  have  been  egg-shaped  anc 
coxild  conceivably  have  been  perfectly  oval*  They  appeared 
definitely  solid  objects*  5 to  8 in  file  foiration  at 
.interval  of  3 to  4 tines  length  of  object  for  first  object, 
balance  at  I/2  to  2/3  length  of  object*  Color  of  objects 
appeared  as  unpainted  znetal*  Objects  had  no  change  in  altituce 
level  steady  fli^t,  passing  out  of  visual  range  into  distance* 


□ Y«« 

X3CNO 


Pile  No.  2U-3O 

sent  aloft  in  tiiat  area 


7.  'Eiere  sTe  no ’Ordnance,  iraval,  Amy’,  or  Air  Force  Units  in 
Lakeviet-;,  Ore.,  or  an,y  other  or,s‘anizatic)is  vnich  could  ;_avc  sent  v'e-.  u er 
testi.^g  devices  aloft. 


8,  On  11  October  19^9 1 3.\SF  .-O,  of  the  CXXt  >ortl.'«nd  Air-crt, 

Portland,  Oregon,  was  interviev^ed  e.nO  advised  t/.at  schedules  for  cor.iner- 
cial,  nilitarjs  and  local  fli.-dits  in  the  Lakeviev»  area  for  P'(  ?-Ca.v  1^~^ 


woul"'  have  to  be  obtirined  from  tliC  Chief  Controller,  Seattle  Air  houte 
Traffic  Control  Center,  Seattl^Tacona  Airport,  Seattle,  M\<.Fhington. 
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UKDEVilOt  iil.; 
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Contact  Chief  Controller,  Seattle  Air  Houte  Traffic  Control 
Center,  Seattle- Tacoma  Airport,  Seattle,  VasriiL.ton,  and  obtain  flight 
schedules  of  connercial,  military,  and  local  aircraft  in  the  vicinity 
of  Hart  Mountain,  near  Lalceviev/,  Oregon,  at  ap  roximately  1430  hours 
(PST),  27  May  1949.  This  information  is  pertinent  to  the  investi:-:ation 
of  this  case  as  required  in  AFCSI  Letter  .,0.  85i  d<ated  12  i9U9. 
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InTMtigation  rec^ested  tijr  Dlstriot  Cocnnandery  BO  #19»  F^irfield- 
Suicun  Air  Foroo  Base^  California*  This  office  received  from  01^1, 
12th  ITaval  l istrlct,  Tan  Francis  oo,  Callforaia^^jLg^gf  of  invcF'M- 
gatlon  which  set  forth  infoimation  that  JMflMBBBBHF}  s.  remtalxLo 
business  man  and  pilot  of  Los  isJir, ol&Sf  CeXifornlaf  had  rifhtod  sl:c 
(6)  or  seven  (7)  unidentified  flying  objects,' which  were  not  con- 
ventional aircraft,  in  routliem  Oregon  on  27  Huy  1949*  ivo  investi- 
gation Is  being  conducted  hj  this  listxlct  Office  at  this  tine 
relative  to  this  matter  inasmuch  as  all  pertinent  leads  are  in 
Bistriot  Offices  #18  aui  #20* 
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UNCUVS'^n.  — • 


1«  This  isTostigation  was  requested  ty  Dlstzlot  Commander^  District 
Office  #19>  Fairfield -Sul sun  Air  Force  Base^  upon  receipt  of  a report  of 
Inwostigation  conducted  ly  Naval  Intelligence  at  San  I lego,  c alifomlc, 
dated  23  June  1949»  Filet  DIO-UND  33-^499  which  is  summarized  as  follo?^: 


a«  «0n  Friday^  27  tlay  1949,  of  4575  NorthrLdge  I'rlvo, 

Los  Angelos,  California,  was  flying  his  privately  owned  SKJ-type  aircroxt 
froo  Red  Bluff,  California,  to  Bums,  Oregon*  He  departed  Red  Bluff  at 
1332  hours  P,S *T > end  arrived  at  Bums  at  1453  hours  P.S.T*  At  1425  hours, 
sane  date,  iHp^ obsearved  the  sun  reflecting  on  an  object,  or  objects,  at 
a considerable  distance  ahead  and  a few  points  to  the  starboard*  He  con- 
tinued to  Watch  the  course  taken  ty  the  reflecting  material,  expecting  it 
to  materielizo  Into  a conventional  aircraft  as  the  distance  lessened  betwee 
him  end  the  object  or  objects*  As  the  objects  readied  the  long  bluffs 
(shown  on  the  Boise  (V-2)  Aeronautical  Chart  as  Hart  Mountain)  which  run 
for  a nunber  of  miles  along  the  east  side  of  some  dzy  lakes  (Cwamp, 
flagstaff,  Gempbell  and  Stone  Corral  Lakes),  he  observed  that  instead 
of  a single  object  there  were  SOTeral  which  seemed  to  be  flying  in  forma- 
tion* At  this  point  the  objects  appeared  to  have  changed  their  couaTS© 
so  that  they  were  paralleling  his  course  and  were  following  the  bluffs* 

2dm  at  about  1000  to  1500  feet  below  IBHHM  altitude  at  a distance  v;hich 
he  estimates  to  have  been  5-1/2  to  7*-T/g  wllaa,  Is  certain  that 

it  could  not  have  been  as  far  as  ten  (10)  miles  since  the  bluffs  were 
less  than  ten  (10)  miles  aWay  and  he  could  see  the  objects  outlined  against 
the  bluffs** 


b* 


objects 


are  described  by  him 


**ri3e  of  eacli  ob.lecti  Considerably  smaller  than  a fighter  piano, 
probably  loss  tiian  20*  in  length#  All  of  the  separate  objects  appoamd 
to  be  the  sane  in  size* 

Shape  of  obieetoi  There  wee  no  break  in  the  outline*  cortt.ln 

he  would  have  recognized  conventional  aircraft*  They  had  a solid  configura- 
tion, and  no  great  thidmoss*  They  were  elongated  oval*  per^ps  twica  as 
IcQig  as  wide,  and  perhaps  five  tines  as  long  as  thick*  mf/tk  points  out  he 
observed  the  objects  from  an  en,^6  from  above  and  could  not  easily  estimate 
thcLr  thlekness;  they  could  pos^faly  hetTe  been  egg-shaped,  and  owld  oon- 
oelvably'  hove  been  perfectly  oval*  The  objects  seemed  definitely  solid 
objects  - there  was  nothing  ethereal  about  them# 

_ ® confident  they  were  traveling  at  least  as 

fast  as  his  own  plane  (212  HfH)#  a tall  wind  of  15  to  13  UIB  and 

the  objeets  would  therefore  have  been  doixt^  over  230  MPH  air  speed.  The 
objects  were  trovslliig  soutb/southweat,  opposite  tolMBPs  course*  Calcu- 
lating the  speed  of  the  objects,  server^  different  ways  from  the  facts  at 
hand,  the  speed  of  the  objeets  varies  between  190  to  260  UH!*4MHfe  oon- 
dLuded  at  the  time  of  obsezratlon  that  he  oould  not  poaelbly  have  turned 


tnmst  (Conttd}  190  06Z  24-15 


tJNCLASSIFlEJ 

arotinfl  and  oauj^t  up  with  the  objects*  They  were  definitely  traveling 
faster  than  a group  of  birds ^ and  slower  than  Jot  ^^anes*  No  trail  of  moke 
or  esdiaust  was  observed*  The  speed  of  the  objects  aopear^  to  be  steady* 
Terreln»  elevations*  oorulatlon*  etc*  in  eroai  Hen  at  9000^ 

MSL  wliioh  was  botT/eon  and  5000*  above  terrain*  Turing  most  of  the 

time  of  obserTation,  the  objects  were  1000^^  possibly  1500<  belov/  SHEIX's 
plane*  Towards  the  end  of  sighting  vhen^fPR  had  begun  to  come  down  he 
Was  alaost  on  a level  with  thea  In  altitude*" 

*The  volley  through  whichdHiBi  fleiw  north,  and  the  objects  fler;  sofutli, 
Is  rouglily  12  miles  wide*  The  floor  of  the  valley  is  between  4000*  to  5000* 
in  elevation*  The  east  side  of  the  valley  is  dominated  by  Hart  Mountain 
(8020*  in  elevation)*  Hart  Mountain  stands  on  an  elongated  bluffy  which 
has  an  almost  shetf  drop  of  around  1000* * The  bluff,  and  all  the  terrain, 
against  which^HlLsaw  the  objects  is  quite  dark  in  color*  The  objects 
stood  out  In  contrast  to  the  dark  color*  The  objects  appeared  to  be  un- 
palnted  metal** 


•the  rim  of  the  bluff  or^the  east  side  of  the  valley  is  about  7000*  in 
elevation*  From  where  flfllfisaw  the  objects  (at  9000*  elevation)  they  were 
rougtily  in  line  with  the  zlm  of  the  bluff  (7000*)*  Issuoing  the  objects 
were  one  (l)  to  three  (3)  miles  aways  from  the  bluff-rim,  they  were  probably 
Hying  at  about  8000*  MSL,  and  about  3500*  above  the  valley  Hoor** 


•The  valley  whdreiiHF slated  the  objects  is  spersoly  populated;  how- 
ever, th<=>ro  ore  a number  of  ranches  there  - more  than  are  Indleoted  on  the 
Boise  (7-2)  Aeronautical  Chart*  believes  that  If  persons  living  In 

the  valley  wore  cruestioned,  chances  are  several  might  be  found  who  saw  the 
objects  the  ground.  has  Hown  through  this  volley  many  times  in 

going  between  California  and  Oregon  end  does  not  recall  ever  having  seran 
another  eirplane  in  the  valley  where  he  sifted  the  objects*  The  valley 
ie^not  a commercial  airway  route,  and  is  seldom  used  liy  private  planes* 
Mi^^deos  not  recall  over  seeing  any  outonobllea  on  the  dirt  roods  in  the 
valley,  shown  as  sudi  on  tlie  Boise  (V-2)  section  of  Aeronauti oal  Chart** 
Ifumjor  and  formation  of  obicotsi  At  tlie  beginnirg  of  obaervat^ 
when  the  objects  were  a few  degrees  to  the  starboaid  of  dead  ahead,  H 
eould  not  distinguish  separate  objects  - all  he  saw  were  reHoctions;  hoTT- 
ever,  aa  he  oome  closer  and  passed  them  ty  5-1/2  to  7-1/2  miles  he  definitely 
■aw  six  (6)  or  seven  (7)  separate  objeots*  To  be  on  the  safe  side 
states  with  positlveness  that  there  were  no  less  than  five  (5)  objeots  and 
no  Bore  than  ei^t  (8)** 


« 

•The  objeots  were  always  In  file  foxaatioii  (one  behind  the  other)  end 
there  appeared  to  be  no  change  in  altitude  of  the  fonnetion*  The  space 
between  the  lead  objeot  and  the  next  one  was  three  or  four  tines  the  length 
of  one  of  the  objects*  The  distance  between  the  second  and  the  foil  owing 
objects  Was  between  one-half  and  twtM^hirds  the  length  of  the  objects* 
Aoooidingly,  If  the  objects  were  20*  in  length,  the  distance  between  fX  and 
#2  Was  60  to  80  feet,  and  the  distance  between  #2  end  the  others  was  between 
10  and  17  feet*  The  distance  appeared  very  constant* 
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The  ohjeote  were  so  close  and  appeared  to  keep  their  foroation  spacing  in  a 
Banner  which  indicated  tliojr  might  hare  been  under  tow  by  the  leading  object. 
At  the  distance  of  sl.phtlng.  no  connection,  if  there  w^s  any,  could  poosilly 
hawe  been  observed.  pool  tiro  that  the  objects  rcro  separate  objects 

because  he  v/as  able  to  sea  terrain  bct^T'een  them.  Hio  forr.atlon  did  not 
fluctuate  in  fll.i^t;  the  objects  flovr  very  evenly  and  ntcsdily.  ’hen' 
lastsa:7  the  objects  bher*  were  going  out  of  visual  range  on  the  horioon. 

*^a‘3-.thor  and  ,n-h  of  observationi  Visibility  wan  exce]>- 

tionally  good.  ^Hl^To'.dd  sac  Kamey  Lake,  60  m^es  distant,  and  could  see 
Biaoko  rising  f rorv  the  sa'O  laillc  ct  ?umc,  Oi^gon,  75  miles  distant.  Thare 
were  a too  scattered  clouds  at  bot^feon  14,000'  and  13,000'*  The  v/eather 
report  nt  the  tine  Indicated  •scattered  clouds  at  18,000"',  The  sir  was 
vety  smooth,  tJormallT  the  air  in  the  area  is  li^t  to  mildly  turbulent. 

The  sun  was  west  of 4|^Bpthat  is,  plane  was  between  the  sun  ai^ 

the  objects,* 

•Location  of  glfrhtij^^iectsi  (Refer  to  Boise  (V-2)  Sectional 
Aeronauticainiiartjr^^pjllBEloc^ion  when  objects  were  first  sighted  was 
42®27'2I,  120°i7,  T^s  point  was  not  definitely  established  hit  was  cociputed 
from  the  known  ground  speed  and  the  estimated  tine  inteivol  during  whio5; 


possibly  bo  as  cniolt  as 
location  when  objects 
ew  in  a strai(^t  line 


SHELL  observed  the  objects,  This  position  co 
five  (5)  miles  S3U  of  the  position  dven, 
left  hia  visual  range  was  42*^41'^,  119^49*1* 
between  these  coozdinatos. 

Location  of  objects  when  first  observodi  42‘^38'N,  U9°43*W« 
Location  of  objects  whon  last  seent  42^23'N,  H9®4S*Vi, 

The  obioc^msde  a sllf^t  change  of  course  from  ouartcring  to 
paralleling^4l^^^*’^vaight  line  of  fli^t«* 


0,  evpvns  Q Lt  JG  in  A5(l)  USITB  (inactive).  Serial  Ro,  3/^375, 

He  was  o«ar!ilseioned  Ensign  5 Jcnuaiy  1944,  served  at  Corpis  Christi  tJiirty 
(30)da73  AV(T),  in  Eallas  t?/o  (2)  months  VKK-2(e).  ■4Bi^QrriQd  SRJ's  from 
NorUi  Aaerloan  oomnony  plants,  was  at  ■..illow  Grove,  Pennsylvania,  tliirty  (3^) 
days,  served  at  check-out  base  for  ferry  Squadron  VRP(2)  at  Colunbus,  ard 
served  at  Colunbus  until  August  1945*  He  was  then  with  VRF(3)  at  Terminal 
Island,  California,  whero  he  became  legal  and  porconnel  officer.  He  was 
discharged  from  the  IJavy  in  January  194^  as  Lt  JG,  ^^BflVholds  Navel  Aviator's 
Certifloate  No,  C-17945,  plus  a senior  pilot's  grade  in  the  Ferry  idng  of 
the  Navy  Air  Transport  Command,  He  also  holds  a commercial  license,  single 
and  multi-engine,  and  flicht  instructor's  ratings*  His  fli^t  time  began 
In  1934  and  now  totals  over  5000  hours,  of  which  time  1300  hours  were  in 
the  United  States  Navy,  iHBV secured  a private  license  in  1935,  a transport 
Uoense  in  1937,  a commercial  pilot's  licsnse  in  1930,  and  was  re-lsaued 
oonmeroiel  pilot's  license  in  l945«  From  March  1942  to  September  1943  ho 
Was  a flight  instructor  for  the  Azmv  Air  Force  (five  months  as  primary 
instructor  at  Lanoastar,  California)*  Troa  September  1943  to  January  1944 
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unclac^^-ied 


h«  flov  for  the  Superior  Oil  Gompony  of  California*  Since  1940 
has  been  Vice  I^esldent  of  the  B^al  Potroleua  Company  of  Califozma^ 

Long  Bea^y  a concern  In  wliloh  he  end  his  relations  cmi  all  of  the  stocky 
he  also  is  part  owner  of  tigee  (3)  other  oil  producing  concems  in 
Southern  Cr:illfomla« -^111111^^3  married  and  has  three  (3)  children.  He 
has  a BS  and  a BA  degree  from  the  Univarslty  of  Southern  California, 
he  alflo  had  two  (2)  years  of  law  at  the  University  of  Southern  California* 

thirty  (30)  years  of  age^  but  appears  to  have  a background  of 
experience  few  men  his  age  poseess*  He  is  believed  to  be  cons ervetivo ^ 
slnoere>  absolutely  reliable^  end  very  competent*** 


• BSmtEEX)  UPON  CCHIUDZON  TO  TEE  OFFICE  OF  OEirZN  - 
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UIDFVELOm)  LEADS 


DlSTRIgL'  OFFICE  .713.  tfATICW.  CALIFORaA 
AT  LOS  ATfGELEg..  CALTF{1KITA 


T?UI  rire^  Los  7lngelcS| 

Callfoxnia^  and  obtain  frooi  him  ell  of  the  essential  elements  of  in- 
foanatlon  in  regards  to  his  sitting  the  unidentified  aerial  objects 
In  Southern  Oregon  on  27  Uay  1949*  . 


DlSTRlCT  OrFICE#20.  McGHOxP  ATB«  WASHINGTON 


Will  Intervie??  residents  in  the  vicinity  of 
attempt  to  verify  the  aerial  ebjeets  observed  ty 


fountain  in  an 
on  27  May  1949 
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(19  July  lSh9) 

SUBJi  "PROJECT  SIGN"  UIICONVENnONAL  AIRCRAFT  5IGH1ED  IN  Southern  Oregon 

on  Z!  l£ay  ’19l49,  SPECIAL  IN<^tHRy 


District  OSI  (IG),  TJrlght-Patterson  AFB,  Doyton,  Ohio.  2 August  19^ 


TOi  CcBimanding  General,  Air  liateriel  Command,  V.right-Patterson  Air  Force 
Base,  Dayton,  Ohio,.AlTNt  LXIAXS 


1*  Reference  is  made  to  previous  correspondence* 


2.  Inclosed  for  your  information  and  file  is  one  copy  of  the  Report 
of  Investigation  described  in  paragraph  1,  basic  ocnsnuni cation* 
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It  was  learned  that  records  of  the  .Seattl*^  dir  lioute-Traffic 
Control  Center,  Seattle- Tacooia  rt.irport,  hov^  Lake,  ..ashin^ton,  are 
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TO  I Commanding  Gensral 

Air  Llateriel  Coriimnd 
Vfright-^atterson  Air  Force  Base 
Dayton,  Ohio 
ATTKi  LCIAXS 


1*  Thla  District  Office  is  in  receipt  of  2 copies  of  a report  of 
investigation  Special  Agent  DHYDSir  15.  LIDOII,  DO  Fairfield- 

Suisim  AF3,  California,  subject  as  above,  dated  o July  1SJ49»  Hov;evor, 
copies  for  distribution  to  your  office  v;ero  not  included  vdth  the 
copies  to  this  office* 

2*  Infoxjnation  is  ro^ueatai  as  to  v/hether  your  office  -ms  re- 
ceived the  above  mentioned  copies  of  the  report  from  DO 
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Sources  See  delow* 


Evaluations  i)-3 


Subjects  Uridertified  Klyir  • Objects  - Report  Of. 

BRIEFi  V.’hil'J  flylr;*  north  in  a private  plare  soi'.rce,  who  is  boliev^.a  to  bo 
rej. iablo f Saw  6 or  7 '^flyin-5  uiscc”  m soutnorr  Or^j/on  27  * ay  lyuv.  T‘*9 
aioos  aro  Udscribed  as  elon-jatju  ovui.»,  p^rhapti  20*  len^^th;  thoy  flev:  in  a 
steady  file  forcatior.  at  beWeon  200  to  2^0  ?JPH;  they  appeared  to  be  ri-d© 
of  unpaintud  uiotal;  no  saoke  or  exhaust  trails  wor;:;  obsurved. 


SOURCE!  LTJG  I:S!:R  (Inactive  ),  Suriar^^HBi  uf 

^||BB|H||||||[||[M|||||||^^^  l© o , California.  ^ wuu  co; ^ris stored  i.r>sii.7i 

Sorv  d at  (Jor-ji<8  Christie  ^0  uayo  AV(l’);  in  Duilus  two 
months  VRF-2(D).  iorriod  Sl'J'a  from  l.'orth  ijnericun  Co;.»  any  plait*,  i.as  ac 
V/illow  Grove,  Perr.aylvania  for  ^0  days.  Served  at  checi:-out  basu  for  forr;' 
squadron  VKF(2)  at  Colnabuaj  servc.d  at  Colu:..bus  until  /lU.'-ust  lyuf.  Sour'-’j 
then  was  with  VIF(^)  ut  TenaLnui  “slara,  Ct-' lifornia,  wh?^r  ho  Dac'-...ie  lo/ai 
and  personnel  officer.  .<aa  discharged  from  tlie  I-avy  ir  January  i 046  as 
LTJG. 


Souroo  holes  I’aval  ^viator *s  (■erti''icutc  plus  a ssn^or 

pilot’s  rutin-;  in  tho  Ferry  .<in'T  o the  f'aval  air  Transport  Conmuna.  ne 
also  holds  a cou^eroial  lioons-^,  single  and  Qulti-ong^ine,  and  fli'-Tht  in- 
structor’s ratings,  his  fli-^,ht  tir.a  bo  :an  in  1954  anu  now  totals  over 
3000  hours,  of  which  tiiie  I5OO  hours  were  in  tho  U*S.!.’avy.  Source  secured 
a private  lioonse  in  1955#  ^ transport  license  in  1957*  a oormercial  pilot's 
license  in  195^*  ^ rn-issuo  coameroial  pilot's  lioonse  in  1945 

Prom  Jiarch  1^42  to  Septecibor  1945  ha  was  flight  ii.structor  for  the  Aruy  Air 
Force  (3  niurths  as  primary  instructor  at  C-^l-Aero,  and  tlie  balance  of  the 
tine  as  basic  Instructor  at  Lancaster,  CHilfornia)«  From  September  1945 
January  ly-'»4  he  flew  for  ti»\?  Superior  Oil  Company  of  California. 


Since  19^^  source  has  beep  Vioe-Prosident  of  the 
pany  of  California^  Long  Beach,  a.  conoem  in  which  he 
all  of  thostook;  he  also  is  part-owner  of  three  other 
in  Southern  Califorr  ia. 


Royal  Petroleum  Com- 
and  his  relations  own 
oil  proauoing  concerns 


3yi 


Souroe  is  ::uirriud  ard  has  three  children,  he  has  a B.S.  ana  3.A. 
degree  from  the  liiiv  r^ity  of  •outhen.  Ci.liforria,  Los  Argjlos,  Californiu; 
also  hud  two  years  oi*  law  at  the  University  ef  Southor:  Culifornia.  Sci:rco 


UNCLAG.sif-'ii~n 


1 U 
ia 


UNCLi'H- 


thirty  yours  of  U’*  , but  a,?pr*ar«  to  havo  a buo.:f;rouTid  of  exf-oriortcij  few 
;;i0i'  his  a *«  possosa.  *6  is  beiisv  d to  bo  '••-rsorvntive , sii.coro,  absoli  toly 
rjliubl.',  uj  v ry  corrotoj  t. 


-•> ’d  ’ -slfii  a riyii';  wbjeato  ‘.osjrv  d in  Cn ''•or.  27  '.ay 


Or  i'rl.-.urv  , 


O' 


i\}  <iOu/c  • v<u  xyii:.;  hi*:  a-..n  £;.J-tyt'e 


aircrui'u  • ro^i  ea  vI- I'f,  .i\fcnii~»  to  V\)fn;i,  C r?-  on,  u aistuico  of  .r.ii.j  , 
lio  inft  fjQ  iu:;‘  at  1;?:52  P.o.i.’,  -rd  urrivta  :^Ui'l;s  at  P.b,'',  (ei- 

tino  j 1 hour  26  uiir;ut6s).  ^^ourco  a i ; 'Juri.t.  aft  r c Ire l:.i  t/.o  .u.  r. 

twice,  oiiioh  oo- a r.-.ju  uucut  bv*;r  air*jri.*r..  h . i-  an  S'.J*s  rjor.ial  utAAS-n.ir:  ri 

is  170  , source  "doj.ii  Iturizoa'*  his  plir*'  lJ;;hi.oh  J.e  l‘.*a  pu  ' du-'.c • 

Surplus,  li  mtoii ir.:^  the  plai.o  by  aoout  600  lus*)  and  it  ma.:es  urou*  , 
true  air  su-j-u.  .h’j.e  or  this  fl.  -iit  he  uiuv*a  212  12-h  ^rouna  s^-jouj  .jo-.roe 
estiriatos  he  hu^  a tail  wina  of  to  It. 


At  11(25  Tacifio  Stur.auru  Ti.rxj,  rltay,  2?  --ay  I'M)),  source  oosur'.ed 
the  sun  r 'fL'ctii  ir  on  ui.  oojecst  or  oujeots  ut  a coiisideruble  air-tarco  u^ea.i, 
a fevv  po  r ts  B to  tlui  st  .i'bouri.  ..  cortLi.u-a  to  v.ui:ch  ti  c u.*b.  ha..j'  j--  ti  e 
ref  loot -r.*  .-.u.'cor'ai  ox;  -ot  1 i*;  .i.t  to  .v^t  riai-do  a. to  ooi  vet  t i.w.r.u.  u.rcrult 
as  thw  albtu.  co  ios.sor.eu  botv.»«ei:  h'..i  are  ti  object  or  ouJ-'Jto»  <.s  uLw  ob^eots 
roachj'i  the  loi  • bl  I'fs  (shown  01  tir.  ;ulso  iV-2)  n.cronui.t  _o-l  h.u’t  .-Arc 
j'.our.ttt  n)  va:ioh  run  for  u iiuub  r o*'*  mll.-s  uion-  tiio  oast  sit.e  of  souo  ary 
laksHS  (Swu'jp,  Hla •*stHi'f , C .i-tpboil  ar  'torv  Corral  Lak^fs)  he  su'..  ti.at  ii  sc«...;a 
of  a single  object  there  we.-e  sev  ral,  ;.'i.ich  SK-noo  to  bt.  flyln-,  in  -or.k,oi<;.  • 


At  this  polrt  th*-*  objects  nopear  a to  huvo  cliu)  >*d  tieir  00;  rr.j  so 
that  thoy  were  ) .ra.  his  courno  (southwest  to  his  r.orthoust)  uu-  v-vre 

followin’  the  ol'  f f s ' r'.;.  ut  about  iOOO  to  l-~O0  feet  belov;  source*s  u^citi-o, 
at  a disturoo  which  he  esti;,jatos  to  have  been  5 1/2  to  7 1/2  wiL-s.  u^oarcy  is 
oertam  th  ;t  it  oould  rox  have  been  as  fur  as  10  niles  si:co  ti:.’  a*,  i'fs  ’....re 
last:  than  10  miles  av/ay  and  h^'  oo-.'ld  see  the  obj-cts  ouciir.-.a  a^;ai:;it  tne 
bluffs* 


The  objocts  that  source  saw  are  describ>;d  by  hin  as  follo'-»s» 

Sise  o'  each  object:  Cur.siuerably  ur.iullor  ti.ui.  u fi  :ht-r  piu...., 

probably  IoTs~Fri3e  20^  uTTen.-th*  *.ii  of  tJ; ; b©'j.*rut«  objfcxs  ap  ^tar  a to  oa 
the  samr  in  also* 

Shaeo  of  objootsi  Thoro  v/as  no  br  a : in  ti;o  outline*  Conroy  is 
oerta’-n  ho  Voulu  huve  roco:';nized  convontiorai  aircraft*  They  hud  u solid 
oonfi/^uratior,  anu  no  (ir*  at  thioxnass*  TJ-.oy  wore  elon  >ted  oval,  p.rh-»ys 
twice  as  l-.j  - as  v/ide,  and  p«.*rhaps  fivu  tinoa  as  ion,*  us  thick*  Source  points 
o t he  obsurv  d the  objootu  from  an  unclo  fron  above  anu  couivi  j.ot  easily 
estiinaty  their  thickness;  they  ooula  possibly  have  been  e^*shap^.d,  anu  could 
ooroeivably  have  b./en  p-  rf  ctly  oval*  The  objects  suynied  definitely  solid 
objects  - there  was  nothini;  ethereal  about  tiiem* 

Speed  of  Objects  1 Source  is  ooiifiuont  they  wore  travelinf;  at  least  as 
fast  as  source's  own  plane  (212  ItPH)  • Source  had  a tail  wind  of  15  to  16 

UPU  and  the  objects  would  therefore  have  been  doing  over  250  MPH  air  speeu.  The 

objeots  wore  trnv  lin*,  south/southwost,  opposite  to  source's  course* 

Calculatin':  tlie  speed  of  the  obj'cts,  sov  r .l  dif’f-runt  ways  fron  thu  facts  at 

hana,  the  speod  o the  objr/cts  varies  between  I9O  to  260  IPH*  Source 

concluded  at  the  tlw  of  observutioi:  that  h«*  could  not  possibly  huvo  turned 


around  and  ouU{*ht  up  with  the  objv<cta.  Hioy  v;.jre  d«f iniv-ely  travoiii  r 

than  a gro  .p  blruj,  unu  slovor  th  a.  .)■  t pianos,  ho  trail  ul’  smOKo  or 
exhaust  was  observed*  Thu  suuoci  or  the  objects  appuurea  to  be  atdtvay, 

jiy'.ut’Ct  .'O'.AUui.iof,  tc*  ir  arouj  urce  i'i-w  at  -WJ’ 
'T.l.  vhich  wlfs’  h-T,v7  ^ T^OuJ * Vi  - fOLlj  *”.t.jovrr  to r ruTii7*~  i/ur’.n*  aoj‘o  uT  ‘A.-  bi’-.e 
of  c'bS’irVi'  or,  objucrs  1000'  to  possibly  l^UU*  belo*  sourco’?’  pl..;o* 

i’o.vt  rua  Ui  ;ru  c;‘  .vb-r.  atarro©  hu-i  b'ru'  to  oo.'t.i  do'.vn  h-  v.;*.-,  ax  .0  . 

or.  a level  v. llh  hlori  Ir.  alt'tuae* 


The  'va-loy  throi  ' at  Ich  iot  rco  f 1 >v;  rorth,  ana  thf  objects  I'i. 


soj.t!:,  ■:» 


r.  i l x-  12  ail-»s  v.iuj* 


r.v'  t luor 


i f 


C:  ' Valley  s t;..  b 


a u*y  0.'  tie  va.ioy  Ls  tionur  at<r-u  by 


Xountuii  s"ui:as  or  ar*  ©lor.  -atT-a  l.lu  * 


4OGO*  CO  *;OOQ*  ir.  ciovuti.©:.*  rh'x  oaGC  c. 

Ilourbuir  (ou-^U*  ii  el©v:itio:;) . iiurt 
which  has  ar  ul . o^t  ohoor  drop  of  arounu  1000**  T^’e  bluff,  ar.a  all  cixj 
terrain,  aguir-st  \.h‘.c]j  source  s.*».  th  objoocs  is  ^uite  dar«:  ixi  color*  Ths 
objects  stood  out  ii.  oortrast  to  the  OiPK  coior*  Ihe  objects  a .u-..urou  co  be 
unpair.tod  .'ajtai* 


>* 


5: 


Tho  rin  of  the  oii.ff  or.  t.ho  oust  si. 10  o tlio  valioy  Is  .^bout 
in  olavut_or:*  ~'vu\  v'huiv*  nourc.  th-  objects  (ub  yCOb ' wiovatioL)  Ci.v. 

were  rou.'hl  m i.ro  //ith  t)><  ria  of  tr^t  ol\  fi*  (700C*)*  ^.bsirairv  tnu  ow^jcts 
wore  1 to  3 iTiiles  av.ay  fro.*n  xh©  biufi-riri,  t.  ay  vior  t probaoly  :lyin£i  u*-  .^aout 
bOOO*  liSL,  uru  about  above  the  vai.ey  floor* 


Tho  vailay  wl.oi’o  source  si^htoa  t!  o oojects  is  spursaiy  ^.opui-teu; 


hov.Jvnr,  th<-'r>  ar<-  a numb  r of  rar.or^s  there  - aoro  timi.  ■ iruicatoa  oi.  the 
JoiS'i  ^V-2)  ^voroi  ui  t ic..l  Chart,  '>0  »ree  believes  tl^at  if  persoi;S  l.v':.  • ir. 
tho  valley  were  ^uestiorod,  cnuiicos  ar  savoral  ai,;ht  b.)  loiirid  who  cua  tl^# 
objects  fr  a th.;  :7round*  oonree  h:‘.s  flour  ti  rmujh  t,  is  vullo*  irxir  y tir:;©;*  in 
^oir.2  betv/eer  C^Jiforria  and  Cro^^cir  ur\i  douo  rot  recull  ev  r huv-x*;  SvOr. 
another  airoiurj  ir  t);3  vulloy  wher  • 11©  airhted  the  objocts*  The  v-.Ioy  is 
not  a co’iV.er 'ial  alrn^ay  route,  in.!  is  soldo. 1 used  by  prl\at-  plart*s*  bcurco 
does  1 ox  recall  ©vor  seeirt;  any  autoaoo lias  or  tiio  oirt  rcu.  a r the  '.•aijs;  , 
shown  as  such  o:  t}io  .‘Soise  iV-2)  soctiun  of  ikircrautical  Ch-rt* 

Kumbsr  anu  for:r>*tior.  of  objects:  tit  the  be  .iirii.;  of  observ^t  on, 

when  tho  objoccs  v.ero  a lev/  de.’ro'  S to 


br.tj  8 arbod-a  of  dcau  um*..a,  sjurc* 

- all  h:-  sav..  w©r‘  rofl  :‘t-oj  sj  l.ov.uv  r, 


could  lot  distir:uiah  so,:uratu  objects 


as  ho  cacQo  closer  and  pasaea  tiieu  by  p 1/2  to  7 1/2  miles  h©  u i’lratoly  s^w 
6 or  7 Boparat-  obj‘.»cts*  To  bo  01  tl.e  sale  side  source  states  with  positiveness 
that  tiore  Wore  no  lesa  than  5 objects  aid  no  more  than  c.. 


The  objects  v/eru  always  ir  file  fornat  or  (one  bohird  th  other) 
anu  ther  ' a.rear  d to  be  no  char>{;o  in  altitude  of  the  forijation*  The  s,,ace 
between  th « lead  object  ana  tho  next  one  was  three  or  fo^r  tiros  the  len-:th 
of  one  of  tho  objects.  The  distance  botv/een  the  seecrd  arc  the  followin'^ 
objeots  was  :otween  one^.'alf  unu  tv/o-thirds  tho  lenrth  of  the  objects. 
Accordingly,  H the  objects  were  20*  in  length,  tho  distance  between  ;/'l  and  #2 
was  60  to  SO  feet,  and  thi  distance  between  tf2  and  the  oth<^rs  was  between 
10  and  17  ftiot.  The  uistanoo  between  tho  objeots  app'-arod  very  ooiistart.  The 
objects  w re  so  close  anu  appeared  to  keep  xb  tholr  forn»*tior:  spacing  in  a tnunner 
which  indicated  ti.oy  mirhb  havo  been  undor  tow  by  th  * les.d;n:;  object.  At  the 
dlst..noo  of  sighting,  no  connection,  if  tlore  wujj  any,  co  lu  possibly  have  buen 
observed.  S ure©  is  positiv.*  that  th©  objects  wor,  so,/arate  object:,  becauso 
he  was  abio  to  s e terrain  betw-.-en  them.  The  foritutior.  xa  did  not  f^ctuuto  in 

U^lCU^SSlf'EC 


I 


: lii'ht;  tl  o objaotsj  fl^v/  v r\'  ^sveLj.v  uji.i  jtca.iil;-,  »»hor.  aoi.:*  -j  l.,jt  a v.  r.ho 
ojjoct-  tl  uy  w..ro  ; o.;t  of  v’c;ual  rur‘;o  or  '.ho  horizoiu 

■ ngtK  r u ! vlsib.l  ty  at  tj»: 

©x3optior.j*iiy  . i ca*  S:.ui  co  cuulu  s;“j 


! oj‘  oL»aorv.*tion J Vis.Dix:  ty  v.as 

„r--.‘y  .4..S0,  6l 

Sill-  a oi..v.uy.t,  ..i  . 

3 .uia 

t. .'m;  , 1 -on. 

7b  ‘;i:i;s  ».  i.  .■:.*•  L. 

iro 

1/ . * .UiU  Ik- 

r :ort 

s 

•.t  iw,vU0’”. 

fhv  • V.v,..  V r s 

uth. 

3.-d  J..10  , . .*  . . t'.‘.  .!  bhd  iiUVi  .t 

ivort)  a fov  ir-jv.  cio..u3  -aC  b^'t'Jx.-er 

ut  th?  t'.irt  -’f'o  .y  .1  r o 

iorf.iiiliy  ch.i  C4  i*  Ir  t!.M  u 11;.;.“  to  miluiy  tur.;ui.j:  b.  'ihr?  ti.  f>xi 

oi'  sovi'cc.j  t'-ufc  is^  .-j.-,.  rco ':s  . .•  j vun  t‘ . uu;  ..r  t.  cnjoot  . 

y.  of  .sl;/.b  ? oh,j-:c;tG:  v of  r bo 


.•3 


^ % 


M~d)  U^C'C,  0. 


♦ ^ 49 


A'..roi:ui-- ^iOc'.l  i/ourc.. ioci.iiioi.  • 1. -r  objac'-c  v.  r-  f 1:* 

120^;.  poir.t  vMtj  r.o«  uof  iritoly  ustubiis)’ .u  u'it  .'.^3  >-jj  - 

froia  t:.«  :£i:yn-  s:*.;od  u?  . -ja'iir- .t  .-d  i.ij.iu  iiit;-rv-.a  auri:  - v,K  .>  h ^oorc 

W 

obsorv-.u  tho  objects*  pos.tloi.  co\;l.i  .o.-5siijiy  be  h3  ::ich  ua  fi-,*. 

SSW  o*'  tb'-»  ;;os'?tioT  j';ivui  • Souroo’s  looistiOT'  v.)  or  objoct;i  j ft  hi.3  vist;al 
rui;y/.^  v.'iis  ^ource  fi-.'vj  ii  ■*  liro  butw  ■«j'i  cisse 

ooora  Ij;  it.:s  • 

ao  Mtior  of  objects  when  first  obserV'-jo:  il'y^  lfi*‘  . 

./)Ca  ■ O'"'  0*'  objodb  when  ijxsit  d-er.:  130'  • 

The  obj"^  •'•-.•  -.r-.ia  ti  u..i  ;f:T.  ci.a.r  - o.  cc -rao  fr.’:  ..^..art  r .i.,.;  t.o 
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birds,  bulYooriS , astroiioiaioal  ph©roi;i‘ 'na , ar.  auto-Jiypnosi  s c.-.],  be  ollv.lrutjd 
us  an  explauutior  for  tii  objects  si*htm  oy  source,  oir-co  so.ii  oo  wa  ; rot 
flyin  into  tbj  3ur  &rj  su:C0  bo  is  ajG  ex  ort  pi  lot- instructor,  v.  {II*/'  u^es  r.ot 
appear  to  d.;  u asoiablo  oxolunation;  nor  do  reflections  or 
irre '^laritids  of,  thj  plexi- cunopj'  t)-rou,^h  which  sorrco 
objects  offer  -casonablo  explanation,  bec-o.  o of  th-  -.Lee  : ar  -a  of 
obaarvance  of  tie  objects.  /kU  far  as  th--^  ryportin-  o-'fiv-er**c  co.—ent  is 
oorcorned  (as  -.veix  as  so  rcu*s  owji  co.-nuunt/  th  cxpi-.rutdox.  o ’’ s jurce  *s 
8i,-;hti'-j-;  of  the  strurgo  flyin  obj-i-ots  rr*''iai7s  u ^uestio;  mar*.. 
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Referenoes  CNO  Conf  Ser  0l42*22P32  dtd  U Nov  1914.6,  eubj:  Flying  Discs  - Report  Of 

Souroei  See  Below.  Evaluation:  B-3 

Subject:  Unidentified  Flying  Objects  • Report  Of. 


BRIEF:  While  flying  north  in  a private  plane  source,  who  is  believed  to  be 

reliable,  saw  6 or  7 "flying  discs'*  in  southern  Oregon  27  May  19U9.  The 
discs  are  described  as  elongated  ovals,  perhaps  20*  length;  they  flew  In  a 
steady  file  formation  at  betTreen  200  to  2^0  MPH;  they  appeared  to  be  made 
of  unpainted  metal;  no  smoke  or  exhaust  trails  were  observed. 


SOURCE:  LTJO  J 


(inactive  ),  of 

. <8  Angolas,  California,  ae  was  comnissloned  Ensign 

^anua ry  I9I44.  Served  at  Corpus  Christie  ^0  days  AV(T);  in  Dallas  two 
months  VRF-2(D).  Ferried  SNJ's  from  North  American  Company  plants.  Was  at 
Willow  Grove,  Pennsylvania  for  30  days.  Served  at  check-out  base  for  ferry 
squadron  VRF(2)  at  Columbus;  served  at  Columbus  until  August  1945«  Source 
then  was  with  VRF(3)  at  Terminal  Island,  California,  where  ho  became  legal 
and  personnel  officer.  Was  discharged  from  the  Navy  in  January  I9I46  as 
LTJG. 


Source  holds  Naval  Aviator's  Certificate  ^ senior 

pilot’s  rating  in  the  Ferry  Wing  of  the  Naval  Air  Transport  Command.  He 
also  holds  a commercial  license,  single  and  multi-engine,  and  flight  in- 
structor’s ratings,  his  flight  time  began  In  1934  and  novi  totals  over 
3000  hours,  of  which  time  I3OO  hours  were  in  the  U.S.Navy.  Source  secured 
a private  license  in  1955»  ^ ti^sport  license  in  1937*  a commercial  pilot's 
license  in  193^*  and  a re-issue  oocuneroial  pilot's  license  in  1943  ■ 

prom  March  1942  to  September  1943  he  was  flight  instructor  for  the  Army  Air 
Force  (3  months  as  primary  instructor  at  C-Ll-Aero,  and  the  balance  of  the 
tiiae  as  basic  instructor  at  Lancaster,  California).  From  September  1943 
January  19h4  he  flew  for  the  Superior  Oil  Company  of  California. 


Since  1940  source  has  been  Vice-President  of  the  Royal  Petroleum  Com- 
pany of  California,  Long  Beach,  a concern  in  which  he  and  his  relations  own 
all  of  thestook;  he  also  is  part-owner  of  three  other  oil  producing  concerns 
In  Southern  California. 


Snuroe  is  married  and  has  three  children*  He  has  a B.S.  and  B.A. 
degree  from  the  University  of  Southern  California,  Los  Angeles,  California; 
also  had  two  years  of  law  at  the  University  of  Southern  California.  Source 
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thirty  years  of  ag«,  but  appears  to  have  a bacKground  of  experience  few 
men  his  age  possess*  He  is  believi;d  to  be  conservative,  sincere,  absolutely 
reliable,  and  v.'iry  competeit* 

REPORT } Unidentified  Flying  Objects  Observed  in  Oregon  27  VAy  19Uyi 

On  Friday,  27  V^y  19U9*  sourc-i  was  flying  his  own  SNJ-type 
aircraft  from  lied  Bluff,  California  to  Burns,  Oregon,  a distance  of  3^5  miles. 
He  left  Red  Bluff  at  1332  P,S.T.  and  arrived  at  Burns  at  l45^^  P.S.T,  (elapsed 
timet  1 hour  26  minutes)*  Source  lana<jd  at  Burns  after  circling  the  town 
twice,  which  oonsumod  about  ten  minutes*  /Yhile  an  SNJ*s  normal  maximum  speed 
is  170  MPH,  source  "demilitarised*'  his  piano  fwhich  he  haa  purchased  at  V.ar 
Surplus,  lightening  the  plane  by  about  6OO  lbs.)  and  It  makes  around  200  MPH 
true  air  speed*  V/hile  or.  this  flight  he  made  212  MPH  ground  speed;  source 
estimates  he  had  a tail  wind  of  I3  to  IS  MPH. 

At  11^3  Pacific  Standard  Time,  Friday,  27  May  19U9«  source  observed 
the  sun  reflecting  on  an  object  or  objects  at  a considerable  distance  ahead, 
a few  points  ■ to  the  starboara,  lio  continuud  to  watch  the  course  taicen  by  the 
reflecting  material  expecting  it  to  materialize  into  oonvoLtioral  aircraft 
as  the  distance  lessened  between  him  and  the  object  or  objects*  As  the  objects 
reached  the  long  bluffs  (shown  or  the  Boise  (V-2)  Aeronautical  Chart  as  hart 
Mounta  n)  v/hich  run  for  a number  of  miles  along  the  east  side  of  some  dry 
lakes  (Swamp,  Flagstaff,  Campbell  anu  Stone  Corral  Lakes)  he  saw  that  instead 
of  a single  object  there  were  several,  which  seomod  to  be  flying  in  for!?Ation* 

At  this  point  the  objects  appeared  to  have  char.ged  their  course  so 
that  they  were  paralleling  his  course  (southwest  to  his  northeest)  and  were 
following  the  bluffs*  rim  at  about  1000  to  15OO  feet  below  source’s  altituce, 
at  a distance  which  he  estimates  to  have  been  3 1/2  to  7 1/^  miles*  Source  is 
certain  that  it  could  rot  have  been  as  far  as  10  miles  since  the  bluffs  v^ere 
less  than  10  miles  away  and  he  oould  see  the  objects  outlined  against  the 
bluffs. 


The  objects  that  source  saw  are  described  by  him  as  follows; 

Size  of  each  object;  Considerably  smaller  than  a fighter  plar.e, 
probably  less  than  20*  in  length*  Ail  of  the  separate  objects  appeared  to  be 
the  same  in  size* 

Shape  of  objects;  There  was  no  brtak  in  the  outline*  Source  is 
certain  he  would  have  recognized  conventional  aircraft.  They  had  a solid 
configuration,  and  no  great  thickness*  They  wore  elongated  oval,  perhaps 
twice  as  Icr.g  as  wide,  and  perhaps  five  times  as  long  as  thick*  Source  points 
o t he  observ'rd  the  objects  from  an  angle  from  above  and  could  not  easily 
estimate  their  thickness;  they  could  possibly  have  been  egg-shaped,  and  could 
conceivably  have  been  perfectly  oval*  The  objects  seemed  definitely  solid 
objects  - there  was  nothing  ethereal  about  them* 

Speed  of  Objects;  Source  is  confident  they  were  traveling  at  least  as 
fast  as  source’s  own  plane  (212  UPH)  * Source  had  a tail  wind  of  I3  to  16 

MPH  and  the  objects  would  therefore  have  been  doing  over  230  air  speed*  The 

objects  were  traveling  south/southwast,  opposite  to  source's  course* 

Calculating  the  speed  of  the  objects,  several  different  ways  from  the  facts  at 

hana,  the  speed  of  the  objects  varies  between  I90  to  260  MPH*  Source 

concluded  at  the  time  of  observation  that  he  could  not  possibly  have  turned 

f:— ONCLASSlFlt'L^ 


1 


:<  . 


around  and  caught  up  with  the  objects*  They  were  definitely  traveling  faster 
than  a group  of  birds^  ana  slower  than  jet  planes*  ho  trail  of  smoke  or 
exhaust  was  observed*  The  speed  of  the  objects  appeared  to  be  steady* 

Terrain,  elevations,  population,  etc*  in  areai  Source  flew  at  yOOO* 
tJiSL  which  was  between  4OOO*  and  ^000*  abov^  terrain*  iDuring  most  of  the  time 
of  observation,  the  objects  were  1000*  to  possibly  l^CO*  below  sourco*c  plane* 
Towards  tha  end  of  sighting  when  source  had  bi^gun  to  come  down  he  was  almost 
on  a level  with  them  in  altitude* 


The  valley  through  which  source  flew  north,  and  the  objects  flew 
south,  is  roughly  12  miles  wide*  The  floor  of  the  valley  is  ba|muK  between 
i4000*  to  5OOO'  in  elevation*  The  east  side  of  the  va.ley  is  dominated  by  Kart 
Mountain  (6020'  in  elevation)*  Hart  ICountain  stands  on  an  elongated  bluff, 
which  has  an  almost  sheer  drop  of  around  1000'*  The  bluff,  and  all  the 
terrain,  against  which  source  saw  the  objects  is  (^uite  dark  in  color*  The 
objects  stood  out  in  contrast  to  the  dark  color*  The  objects  appeared  to  be 
unpainted  metal* 

The  rim  of  the  bluff  on  the  east  side  of  the  valley  is  about  70C0* 
in  elevation*  From  where  source  sav  the  objects  (at  9OOO ' elevation)  they 
were  roughly  in  line  with  the  rim  of  the  bluff  (7000')*  Assuming  the  objects 
were  1 to  3 oiles  away  from  the  bluff-rim,  they  were  probably  flying  at  about 
8000'  USL,  and  about  3^0*  above  the  valley  floor* 


The  valley  where  source  sighted  the  objects  is  sparsely  populated; 
however,  there  are  a number  of  ranches  there  - more  than  are  indioatea  on  the 
Boise  (V-2)  Aeronautical  Chart*  Source  believes  that  if  persons  living  in 
the  valley  were  questioned,  chances  arc  several  might  be  found  who  saw  the 
objects  from  the  ground*  Source  has  flown  through  tMs  valley  many  times  in 
going  between  California  and  Oregon  and  does  not  recall  ev^r  having  seen 
another  airplane  in  the  valley  where  he  sighted  the  objects*  The  valley  is 
not  a commercial  airway  route,  and  is  seldom  used  by  private  planes*  Source 
does  rot  recall  ever  seeing  any  automobiles  on  the  dirt  roads  in  the  valley, 
shown  as  such  on  the  Boise  (V-2)  section  of  Aeronautical  Chart* 

Number  and  foroation  of  objects t At  the  beginning  of  observation, 
when  the  objects  were  a few  degrees  to  the  starboard  of  dead  aheua,  source 
could  not  distinguish  separate  objects  • all  he  saw  were  reflectxons;  however, 
as  he  came  closer  and  passed  them  by  3 to  7 miles  he  d(^finitely  saw 
6 or  7 separate  objects*  To  be  on  the  safe  side  source  states  with  positiveness 
that  there  were  no  less  than  3 objects  and  no  more  than  6* 


The  objects  were  always  In  file  formation  (one  behind  the  other) 
and  ther^j  appeared  to  be  no  change  in  altitude  of  the  formation*  The  space 
between  the  lead  object  and  the  next  one  was  three  or  four  times  the  length 
of  one  of  the  objects*  The  distance  between  the  second  and  the  following 
objects  was  t^etween  one-half  and  two-thirds  the  length  of  the  objects* 
Accordingly,  if  the  objects  were  20*  in  length,  the  distance  between  #1  and  §2 
was  60  to  80  feet,  and  thu  distance  between  -§2  and  the  others  was  between 
10  and  17  feet*  The  distanoe  between  the  objeots  appeared  very  constant*  The 
objects  Were  so  close  and  appeared  to  keep  xs  their  formation  spacing  in  a manner 
which  indicated  they  might  have  been  under  tow  by  the  leading  object*  At  the 
distanoe  of  sighting,  no  connection,  if  there  was  any,  could  possibly  have  buer 
observed*  Source  is  positive  that  the  objeots  were  separate  objeots  because 
ho  was  able  to  see  terrain  between  them*  The  formation  id  did  not  fluctuate  in 
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flight;  the  objects  flew  t ry  evenly  and  steadily.  lAfhec  source  last  suw  the 
objects  they  were  going  out  of  visual  range  on  the  horison. 

Vfeather  and  visibility  at  time  of  observation:  Visibility  was 

exceptionally  good.  Source  could  see  Harney  Lake,  60  miles  distant,  aiiu  could 
see  smoKti  rising  from  the  saw  mills  at  durna,  Ore^^on,  73  miles  distant.  There 
were  a few  scattered  clouds  at  between  14*000'  and  16,000*.  The  weather  report 
at  the  time  indicated  "scattered  clouds  at  16,000***.  The  air  was  very  smooth. 
Normally  the  air  in  the  area  is  light  to  mildly  turbulent.  The  sun  was  west 
of  source/  that  is,  source's  plane  v/as  between  the  sun  and  the  objects. 

Locat  .on  of  sighting  objects:  iRef.r  to  boies  (V-2)  Sectional 

Aeronautical  ChaFty.  Source *s  location  when  objects  were  first  sighted  was 

42®27*M,  120®h,  This  point  was  not  definitely  established  but  was  computed 
from  the  known  ground  speed  and  the  estimated  time  interval  during  which  sourca 
observed  the  objects.  This  position  could  possibly  be  as  much  as  five  miles 
SSIf  of  the  position  given.  Source's  location  when  objects  left  his  visual 

range  was  i42®4l*N,  119°U9*W-  Source  flew  in  a straight  line  between  these 
coordinates. 

Location  of  objects  when  first  observed*  42°5£»K  119°  43 *W. 

Location  of  objects  when  last  seen*  42®26*N,  119°46*lfi, 

The  objects  made  a slight  change  of  course  from  liuartering  to 
paralleling  source's  straight  line  of  flight. 


REPORT  NS  OFFICBK's  CO’^^IEKT*  It  is  believed  that  conventional  aircraft, 
birds,  balloons,  astronom^lcal  phenomena,  ana  auto-hypnosis  can  be  eliminated 
as  an  explanation  for  th  objects  sighted  by  source.  Since  source  was  not 
flying  into  the  sun  and  since  he  is  an  expert  pilot- instructor , VaRTIOO  does  not 
appear  to  be  a ruasorable  explanation;  nor  do  reflections  on,  or 
irregularities  of,  the  plexi-glass  canopy  through  which  source  viewed  the 
objects  offer  a rea8or.able  explanation,  becaube  of  the  wide  range  of 
observance  of  the  objects.  As  far  as  the  reporting  officer's  cooiment  is 
concerned  (as  well  as  so  rce's  own  comment)  the  explanation  of  source's 
sighting  of  the  strange  flying  objects  remains  a question  mark. 


r 


UNCLASSIFIED 


I 


INCIDENT  NO* 


1*  Date  ot  Observation 


2*  Exact  Tim  (local)  i_j^ 


Data  of  Interview 


place  (yt  Observation 


A 


# *t^  I 


^ »«if  W >4  i*.i  w A*  W 


U*  Position  of  observer  . . , T 


<•» 


• ;•  S 1 V > -Q  ♦ 

M ^ >i  «i&l  -L«L^ 

. ub  ^ ^OcO  I'wc  w Vs;  ^ . 


• . ^ I ' 

^ W «4 


V«hat  attracted  attention  to  object 


C U..  waj  -.A,  Vi*« 


S. 


of  objects 


ju  _..  *'*ic  r orn-j. ti L r;  a'j 
.'■■i'  r.i'Sw  v'C.icct.  uiiaricc 


I r t , % ^ e#  • ♦ I ^ • i ' a l'  i 

vV  ^ V ^ ^ d w 


ut  1/c:  vs)  Ic/*  wii  .1 


7*  Apparent  else  w»..;ull:;r  i;..a-'i  ri^liLer  ^ 1 auo  csv- 

lei-^  'ji* « 

Color  of  object  xj_.:e  vJi^AAiiues.  ..let&l# 


■A'l.ea  ws3  ^i-ooabiy  Ic; 


Sci  _r  ' 


9*  Shape  i-l'V.v a r.cd  oval  or  r^und  (ier.^'or*  \o  '.7_dtli  raolo  -;1,  %o  d.c  e:,5  ratio 

“ :I • 


10*  Altitude  , - -,ws. 


■ ulovo  «&rraa. 


11.  Direction  from  observer  ..rji.  eas*o, 

12#  Distance  from  observer  ,-1/c:  \.o  1-1/^  ..iles. 
13.  DL-ection  of  flight  abject (s)  ^ 3.; 

lU»  Time  in  sight 

15*  Speed  —0  1 _.3  G rr^^aliy  I907®  -'•'C  ..-vj 

16«  Sound  and  odor 


17.  Trail 


•.  wX'IC*  Ho  **iXCOu 


IS#  Luminosity  -veflectod# 

19#  Project iona 

20#  Ikmeuvera *•■3  c'lar.ge  in  aloioude  level  sijc-auy  flight 
21«  liannor  of  disappoaranoo  *^su  >jui;  visual  r-n^_,c 


♦ * t\ 


22*  Effect  on  Clouds 

25,  Additional  information  oonoomlng  object 

2U>  WBathor  Conditions  dcau-tered  clouus  at  ll4.«000  to  lU^OOC  feet 

(over) 


UNCLASSIFIED 


»««f-  4MB# m w M.  Wag;  w ^ 


Tile  No.  24-30 


DETAILS: 


m 


t-  ■ 


1.  The  following  investigation  vras  conducted  “by  S/a  JAY  J,  JCPDA! 
AT  SEATTLiJ,  V/ASHINGTON 


2.  Mr.  Controlleri  Seattle  Air  2oute  Traffic  Control 

Center*  Seattle-Tacoma  Airport*  Bov;  Lake,  Washington,  was  interviewed  on 
19  October  19^9i  regard  to  obtaining  a record  of  flight  schedules  of 
all  Airways  traffic  in  the  vicinity  of  Hart  Mountain*  Ore,,  on  27  1949 

at  appro^ciaately  1430  hours.  Oils  agent  was  informed  that  records  are 
k^t  of  such  traffic  for  only  ninety  days;  whereupon*  if  nothing  iinusual 
occurred*  such  as  accidents  or  traffic  violations*  the  records  are  des- 
troyed. MARKS*  record  of  incidents  for  that  date  proved  negative,  indi- 
cating that  nothing  unusual  was  reported  on  that  date. 
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A.. i ^ .’L..  .n_-. 'i  "On  Friday,  £:'/’  -*^y  1945#  d 

.fcii^eles,  wi.lifornia,  v/as  ilyin^^  uis  . riva^oei; 

..ea  bluff,  Jalirornia,  uo  c..rns,  oreoun#  *ie  departed  ..e^i  bluff  jlz  lp3*^  hours 
and  arrivec  at  ^urrs  ac  li+jb  hours  hours,  sa....e  date,  ouservod 

sun  rerlcctii-j  on  an  objecc,  or  olijecus,  at  a consLaeraolo  disuance  a. .cud  v.n.  a ’’jw 
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wSrialioe  1-to  a coi.vcnti».ivil  aircraft  as  ^no  -it 
lessoned  Lc-jtveon  hi...  ai.i  j..e  stjocw  ,r  objects,  .-.s  tii*.-  ^.ujee  ts  re,;ci.£u  .'.i>  1.:.  ti 
(sliov.-n  on  the  ioise  -keroiiauticu.1  Jna.’t  as  -Jirt  *.-0un'hAin)  vvluch  run  f«r  f.  nu...hor 

:.iiles  alou-  the  oast  side  cf  some  dry  lakes  (o'MSo.ip,  Flat;staff,  Ca*.;^..bell  aj.i 
Jcrral  uai.es),  ;.e  observed  i.httt  instead  of  u sinjle  oijjoct  t.*ore  */ore  several  thiicii 
suss:ea  to  Le  flyin^;,  in  fori.iation*  .^c  liiis  ^oint  Sue  objects  aj.^,oarca  uo  iiave  c.-..i*;_.ed 
their  course  so  tiiat  they  were  ^aralleliuij  his  course  a.nd  were  following  she  uluffs* 
rin  at  about  loOO  to  1900  feet  beloi^^UPfs  altituue  at  u uls>^nco  vn;ich  he  osu.  .as-s 
to  ’.ui-vQ  ceon  9"l/4  -o  7-1/4  ailcs.  certain  tnat  it  could  n*t  iuive  ..c-;.  as  far 

as  '.on  (iO)  miles  s*nce  the  bluffs  were  less  than  ton  (1C)  -.lies  -».'<ay  j.:ig  ne  cs.  la  soe 
il.e  oljecss  outlineu  against  tiie  bluffs 


w*  • 


ihe  objects  Umi 


saw  are  described  by  him  a*  follows j 


^lian 


donsiderably  srjaller  than  a fi^^htor  ^.lo.ne,  ^.ro.atly  less 

hi.  -kll  of  tlie  se^ax'ate  objects  a^.^.eared  to  bo  tlie  s^..o  in  site. 


L each  objecus 
in  Icn. 


xhere  v.'Gs  no  »rca.-.  iu  the  outline. 


IS  cer  ta.n 


. > .f 
»•  . bA  X ^ 


iiuvc  reo-j^n^sed  c».i.\onwi  :*al  aircraft.  i.*ey  laia  a s^ylii  cor*f l^jura uivii,  -**d  no  j^r-uw 
thickness*  ihey  were  elongated  oval,  yeriia^s  l7Aiae-s  lon^  as  tiiick.  ^./OlAwS  OuTi 

ho  observea  the  objects  from  an  a^^^le  from  above  and  could  not  easily  esoi  Ate  jicir 
idilckness;  they  could  possibly  Itave  been  o^4^-shaped,  and  ooul  concelvaoly  have  boon 
perfectly  oval*  ahe  objects  seemed  definitely  solid  objects  - tnere  was  nothing 
ethereal  about  them*  _ 

opeed  of  dejects is  confident  they  were  traveling  at  least  as  fast  as  his 
own  plane  (c  12  -J'n}1"“aBSl^had  a tail  wind  of  15  to  18  luFh  and  tlie  Objects  would 
therefore  have  been  doing  over  2^0  i«Fii  air  speed*  ‘ihe  objects  were  traveling  south/ 
•outhwest,  opposite  to  course.  Calculating  the  speed  of  the  objects,  several 

different  ways  from  the  facts  at  hand,  the  speed  of  the  objects  varies  between  I90  to 
260  i.^d*  concluded  at  tlie  time  of  observation  that  he  could  not  possibly  have  turned 

around  and  caught  up  with  the  objects.  Ihey  were  definitely  traveling  faster  than 
a group  of  cirds,  and  slov/er  tlian  jet  planes.  ..o  .;ail  of  smoke  or  ox.Aust  was  observed. 

I'he  SpC^.d  ui  the  objects  appeared  to  be  steady* 


^’INCLASS'.?- ' • ' ’ 


owuras 


eua  or  s 


” -fi'.ij  villay  Vi.  vrit  is  J^.ur.sfsl^  ^.o^julated;  ..  .v^  vcr, 

ire  a i.u.:ibcr  -i‘  ra*.c.  es  - .;;^rs  :i.a.  ure  ir.^J.cated  on  b.'ie  ooisfc  (v-t.)  .^orcn- 

telievco  i.-A'c  *r  ,crj^r.s  In  bhe  '.alle^;  v.ero  - jcs bionea. 


:iJ.a 


aULioal  ^:urt*  telievco  ina'c  *r  ,crj^r.s  .n  bhe  '.alle^'  v.ero  -jcs bioneo, 

]Oaa.^oos  ,piiV<5ral  le  i curw  ....w  *a.v  v..ttr  .Ljeo’:s  rro:n  -cht;  t^rc  ar.d, 

rio.,T.  ;ni'OJ^h  d.'is  vaiioy  .‘.any  ji..:es  in  bcs-tfu^-n  California  and  vrejwn  and  u.-c3 

not  reca.  1 ever  aavir.^  seer*  aiiouner  a.rj. Lane  In  aie  valley  ,'.'.ere  ine  sij..iea  ih© 
^oL-jects*  file  VAlley  is  not  «*.  oo...  .orcia.1  air.<ay  r--u«©,  ani  is  seldo  i uec-  oy  ^.riva-.s 
i'lar.es*  a-os  no  ^ recall  ,v>.r  s-o  ,*i^  ^r.y  -..uto—oDil*  s «.n  die  dirt  r-aus  in 

vail©- , s-i'^'nr.  -3  3 -icn  on  u.e  -else  (/-a)  icciior.  ..orcr.aj  uical  ^hare." 


'*  f;ie  wc<J.-o„s  v/©rc  ulv^u^.s  .n  iiii  . ^r.  ;u--,io*.  V''^^  ici‘.i i ^iit  ...ere 

i^-^curea  to  o no  cnuiije  Xr  altitude  of  tne  f-r  ;a*ion»  ’-ue  s_ace  ce-dween  c..iO  It-d 

o'u^eCu  ana  o^*©  i*exu  wXiw  «i*&s  ti>ree  -^v  X^’or  i*^—.es  aiu  wn©  oi  x***©  ©o^cOt«s« 

2*e  distance  bet.veen  i;.\e  sec*,nd  and  ztig  follo.vin__,  objeccs  was  between  ons-nalf  a:.d 
two-tnirds  t:ie  lenjtri  of  the  obj-cts.  ncowrd^n^ly,  ii  trie  objects  were  <;0*  j.n  len^tn, 
one  aista..ce  beoween  „1  and  was  oO  to  oO  feot,  ^nd  nic-  disUi*-ce  Lr-tween  „*i  and 
the  others  was  between  10  and  17  feet*  ine  aistiance  between  the  objects  a^yearea  very 
sons  oant*  'ihe  objects  were  so  close  and  a^^yearea  to  Keep  tneir  for-rAti- ’ tpaoing  in  u 
lianner  wliioh  indicated  tney  rai£;ht  uave  oeen  udder  tow  by  -che  leading  object* • At  the 
distance  of  s^^ting,  no  connection,  if  there  was  any,  could  possibly  have  been 
observed*  ifll^Vis  positive  nhat  the  objects  were  se^/arate  objects  because  ne  was  able 
to  see  terrain  between  them*  ilie  fornati^  did  not  fluctuate  in  flight;  the  objects 
Clew  very  evenly  and  steadily*  «^eng^H|^^last  saw  the  objeots  tney  were  going  out  ot 
visual  ran'te  on  the  horizon*" 


i.lO  i*-..  .ii  ^ 


..o  bluff 


J -* 3 7oU\.‘ ^ 


5500*  a©s.ve 


,::e  bluff  (70v.':  *,. 

i t.  lli,.f.  -rii.,  . i , 

t*'ie  valley  floor#" 


^ . j ^4 j •'iC'i  e *'vi'.^*il^ 

J.3  ..c'.-e  .'»n©  ;1)  ;:o  'cvr-i'. 
at  ao^ut  .dOGO*  ..-dL,  -r 


V . . ' ■“ 

.d  utou: 


"fn...Ler  anu 
objects  ircr©  i 
se^ara^e  objects 
G..e;..  ov  uo 


AZ 


- ail  riw,  saw  were 

/*1j  ^ liw  a&M 


■ 

* u 


&.*ci»*  0%'  o • X / wO  ,.**«XLi>  lit?  X^^  ■*» 

'3o..t©3  ..ini  yoo 
five  (5)  objects  und  .'.c  .ore  t:uin  ( ) o^^.it* 


:ho  tei^ir.r:inr  of  observ.  tion,  .uien  tno 

ic..ulc  *10  L uistiTi^^ s;l 

..s;  :iwW©v-r,  as  .i©  ca^.e  'loser  and  passed 
©..V  3-x  (o;  sever*  \*f)  se.  Aru ocJ©e  n* 

X J.  V o > * ^ S ^ w ^ « • 


"..feather  and  visibility  at  ti::.e 
^ood*~*’*^9Hr"could  see  *iarney  In.Ke, 
saw  mills  at  Burns,  Oregon,  Miles 


of  observationt  Visibility  was  exceptionally 
ou  ;.iiltes  uistunt,  and  could  see  si.ioi:e  rising  from  the 


-is  t>r.t 


ilusre  wore  a few  scattered  clouds  at 


iwOO ' . 


A*iC 


* s . t V,  « w •/  W 


© * * ^ 


4* 


. w ^ •. 


o ^ wr  ai*s' : 


* o 

• < a 

• VH  A Sd 

<•**« 

X 


between  1^,0 and 
clouds  ut  lojOOO*". 
to  ..lil'-ly  -urLulcnt 
s<m  u-:-.  . o.it'o  ud 


lo,000». 
die  air 
‘/ae  su. 


ihe  wtJdtiier  rey9rt  at  vhe  ti.-ie  inuicat^-Q 
vas  very  s..iootli^  aor:tially  the  air  in  Lne 
v.us  wes~  ' ti.u  , is  -4100^ 


II 


•-•a  uterca 


area  is  1*  a'. 


./us 


OC  UV« ^ 


♦ i 


"L.cu^l...:;  g.1  .it_n  • 


mO  ^«Cu-*04,ul 


.j  L*S  ; r..  • •'  - • - - - ••  - '' 

i'r . T.e /2'*cv/:;  ^r.uiia  s. ’«•=>.-  u..u  ..nu  viUCsi  interval  during  v.*. 

Goserved  tie  objocos*  -i.ia  ^.oa.ti.n  oouia  jos>.iel^-  re  ..s  ...ucr  us  ii.ve  , 
or  tae  yooition  _.iveii«  lacuticn  w..tn  objects  1 I’t  .'.is  vis  .ial  r^ 

-n  a s“ru._nt  line  ue  T.venr:  \rasc  coorairatest 
Lojution  oi*  k,bjco-ss  ‘.v.*un  L_rst  ecserviu; 

Looatioi;  ol'  oijeots  w.icn  ias'c  seen; 

ilie  objects  — ade  u sli,_;r.t  c uii.je  o:’  srurs©  iTooi  ’•o  yarallul. 

straight  line  of  fligat»‘* 


.OUl  • . .4*  V 

W «•  1 » V * I 


4 I . « 

.1  «a  L ^ • I 


vra  j 


-iv-  d 


c*  is  a Lt  dv  in  .i.5)(l-) - Ji,..  i i:u.-.o tivc/ , serial  .-.o*  j^.>375«  ••‘s  '^•ds 

cou-.iissio2ieu  wi*s^_n  o Ju-.'.iary  19ij4.,  served  at  ^-ory  js  dnristi  t..irty  (yu;  -u;.  s .a  } , 
un  L/ailas  two  (<i;  .r.jni:.is  ) fcrr.ed  oI.J*o  -r— * ..orth  --..ericun  cj..>.4.y 

plants,  v»a*  at  nillow  ^^reve,  rer.-.s^, Ivania,  aiirt^  -*a;.5  servea  at  c.iccK-Oat  b-se 

for  ferry  iu^aaron  V-i^(6:)  at  dolu:.ibv3,  and  served  at  dolu.icus  until 
•.ms  t..en  witn  Vrj?'(p)  at  Jer.uinal  Isia..a,  -./alii'omla,  w-ere  *.e  bc-ca. .e  i«^u.  and 
persomicl  officer.  .*e  was  uiso'.arguu  fro:,i  -uTie  v.avy  in  January  ly^^  anu  bt  Jd.  o._,4-b 
holus  i.avai  .i.via-oor*s  Jei’tificate  i.o.  C-179-4i*  ^-lus  a senior  /ilot*s  ^.rade  in  tne  ferry 
'lings  of  the  havy  u.i.ir  ii*uu8port  do.i;...and*  ne  also  nolus  a co:r.:aerclal  licei.se,  single 
and  .iiul-oi-en^^ine,  and  fli5_lit  i.;Structor*s  rat-,n„o»  ^jis  flig.it  ti:.ic  bojan  in  19;?*+ 
now  totals  ever  ‘^OOO  nours,  of  wnich  ti.  .e  IpC'O  hours  were  in  the  bnited  dtutes  -avy. 
o.-riji  secured  a private  license  in  transport  license  in  19i7*  co.;j..erciul  j.j.lot*s 

license  in  19.?S>,  una  was  re-issuea  couinercial  pilot’s  lico.»se  'in  19*.J  • *’ro:.;  .arc.* 

wO  Se^-tc.iiber  19-ii  *^e  v.tis  a fli  ht  instructor  for  the  Aruy  Air  force  (five  ...or.tns  as 
^.ri..;ary  ir,c tractor  at  Lancaster,  California)  •x‘ro.:i  oe^.te.nber  1.'^;;  to  Ju./aary  19^  *-®  flew 
fro  tiie  duueriur  -11  Jonany  of  Celix‘’oraia.  gince  lif.Ol^|||||||^ia3  bciu-n  Vice  xros-  ieiit 
vf  the  4.oyal  retroleuM  Jo  a.  any  of  California,  Long  Beach,  a concern  in  -./nicn  i.e  ana  r.is 
relations  o’.vn  all  of  trie  stock;  he  also  is  part  owner  of  three  (pj  other  oil  proaacing 
ooncerns  in  oou-taern  Jaliiornia.  . arriod  and  nus  ti.ree  (^)  Oi.iljren*  e nas 

a BJ  and  E.-v  de.  rec  fro.^  tiie  University  of  Southern  California;  he  also  had  v/fo  i<^J  years 
of  lav/  a-u  tue  University  of  ooutnern  Jeliforria,  .:ij*ity  (po)  .ears  ci*  -^e, 

but  appears  to  have  a baengreund  of  ex_  erience  few  uen  his  a^e  possess.  ..©  is  be- 
lieved to  be  conservative,  sincere,  absolutely  reliable,  and  very  oosipetent*" 


UNCLASSIFIED 


H/ltt  fit  Kq,  aUC,  rPAFf),  Dqytoa^Ohio  to  CO,  A>C  i.  f'UbJ^ott  ^rojoet  "Grudf,o 
Auisuot  3#  X949  ^ 


000.9X 


lot  Ir4 


i •• 


Air  force  CiMorlci^'O  ‘.ccfiar^Ji  I-alio  &torl«0«  ijO  ..-trc**!,  J«ujr.riu^:r  'j), 


^4^^  I * ^ /•*  / 


•'w^jrton  2, 


.ottn: 


X*  In  Qccoruaoc^  rlth  basic  cocvtiUrilcaUcn,  Xollc  c<x4...«utu  oS 
Dr.  J.  A.  i^BOplec,  Jr.,  Torrcstrial  Scie:»ce  Laboraysr:^ , a7«  tr*..;  - 

lor  your  lni‘or>afttj.cat  '*(a)  Frooi  u;.'‘  uo^Aact  vith  j.oor«  iu  tr^e 
dcv«loji.«rit  ol  o.'^stant  l«v«l  b^iXlocua  I <r^v  aix«  u>  t*«  a careful  oi.)S«rv«r. 
Decaus#  he  tma  >/o#ia  riying  such  bullooriSf  th#  t>^ssibiAlt/  of  ro^ort.? 

of  unidcntiiiccl  objects  r-siaf.  .^uo  to  btlloorui  haci  b' «n  ul8CU80»d  rSfA 

os  mix  OK  tn«  ob8o.rvatlo»''«ol  - cthods  which  ifoul.2  /ioXd  o j*uxi.iu^  a^ioiua  of 
Inforoolloa.  V^«  r^jiort  Is  the  Ucst  sviu^ncs  ^nat  I hove  sK^n  Utei  Wie 
phonaTsenon  Ic  real.  (H)  Ooiv!«ml;'.p  tne  q sejvations  of  hr.  ti.e  oaly 

posslbl<?  ex;;lanotion  is  U'Jbt  the  object  o c^toln  of  oaetevrciorical  b‘ilXoc;:'.s. 
This  sxplaiiotion  is  ror/  far  becoune  U*«  bAllcoriP  e 3tru:vj 

out.  Ttot  ooula  rK)t  i^avo  '.sen  au'«  o^jr  T^rr^stilol  vcie^.cs  haV.-oratuxi«'«* 
octlvltlos.  (C)  I con  offer  lo^col  ov^AXuiUun  for  tr.e  piienomenon.  I 
believe  that  ia  both  eus  ^s  oo  <n.rir^*  re&i  «4S  se«n.^ 


2.  If  on/  furt.'ior  infor^atian  Is  desireu  corvee:  ida^.  Uhla  ;.ro;eet,  your 
request  will  receive  L^euiete  atteatlou  luid  cooi^or'ti /.on  of  this  elution. 


> )?.  T=IT  CMH.SjIuO  Oti  id 


3 l£»cXs 
o/c 


rir.T^:i  c .r  iiy.tJi 

Chief f i^lcrie  ana  D;ttrotions  :.>ctioc« 
dase  .^irector^ite  Aor 
Ceop./sicdl  hesa  rch 


DOWNGRADED  AT  r-  ' T • INTERVALS; 
DECLAS-SIFIHD  AI'i'hK  12  YEARS. 

DOU  DIR  5g00.10 
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©r.d  addre  c of  ob  server  J 


Ir.eider.t: 


Cccu*o£tion  and  bobble 


JjNCLAS-vriFD 


Lot  Angolotf  California 


Privata  Pilot  oTar  5,000  heurt  (IjiOO  Jmvy) 

L«  in  (iiiaotiva) 

rer/er/.c-  nf  Intrrr^f..  to  ir.trlli.,‘?r.?e  and  Cuar-. c*.or 

ocstrversS,  ; jv^^oar*  ountorva uiva,  axocera,  abeolutely  rMiable  and  "vary 

oon^^atont* 


Ji-I  ju.  jijl.r  "un  Friday,  27  -ay  19^1?# 

ilHSM^Lot  AiigaXati  <^aIlfomia,  vat  flyiog  Uit  i^rivataly  ownad  5HJ*t\'pe  aircraft  fros 
.Md  filuff,  California,  to  durnt,  uragon,  da  departed  x\«d  iiluff  at  houra  P»o«d» 

azM  arrlTad  at  Burnt  at  l4!?d  houra  r«S«l’«  At  1^425  hours,  taoa  data,  ooterTod  tho 

tun  raflaotinc  on  an  objaot,  or  objeott,  at  a oonsiderable  dittanoa  aiioad  anu  a few 
pointt  to  tht  ttarboard*  xia  oontinuad  to  wateh  tha  oourta  taJtonby  tha  raflaotiiig 
ciatarial,  oxpaoting  it  to  atatarlaliio  into  a oonventional  aircraft  at  tht  distaooa 
latteriod  between  him  and  tht  object  or  objeott*  At  tiie  obJeott  reacxied  the  lon^^  blufft 
(thown  on  the  Loiie  (V«2)  Aeronautical  Chart  at  hart  xjountain)  which  run  for  a nu:;iOCr 
milet  along  the  aatt  tide  of  toxao  dry  laAee  (dwanp,  Flagttaff,  Cacpbeil  and  dtone 
Corral  Lakat),  ha  obierrad  that  inttaad  of  a tingla  object  thara  were  tevaral  whioh 
taoxaed  to  ba  flying  in  fornation*  At  thit  point  tha  objoott  appeared  to  have  ciianged 
their  oourte  to  that  they  were  paralleling  hit  oourta  and  ware  following  toe  bluffs* 
rim  at  about  1000  to  lyOO  feet  beluw^||||Bit  altitude  at  a dittanoe  whioh  he  estiuiat.^a 
to  have  been  5*1/2  to  7*1/2  ailei*  certain  that  it  could  not  iiave  been  at  far 

at  ten  (10)  nilee  tinoe  the  blufft  were  leta  than  ten  (10)  ullct  away  and  he  could  tee 
the  objects  outlined  againtt  the  blufft*" 


b* 


tha 


him 


*3iae  of  each  object!  Contiderably  tsAller  than  a fighter  plane,  probably  lest 
than  20(  in  lengun*  all^f  the  teparate  objeett  appeared  to  ba  tha  tama  in  aita* 

' Slitpa  of  objeetti  4hara  wat  no  break  in  the  outline*  it  certain  ha  would 

have  raout^niieu  oonvanti^nal  aircraft*  ihcy  had  a tolid  configuration,  and  no  gruat 
thioknett*  lhay  war#  elongated  oval,  parhapt  twice  at  long  at  tnioic*  JHL  pointt  out 
ht  obttrrad  tha  objeott  from  an  angle  fros  above  and  oould  not  eatUy  ettimate  uioir 
thiokaetai  they  could  pottibly  have  been  egg*thaped«  and  ooul  oonoeivably  have  bean 
perfectly  oval*  'ihe  objeott  teecied  definitely  tolid  objeott  - there  wat  nothing 
ethereal  about  thtn* 

Speed  of  objeetti  it  oonfident  they  were  traveling  at  laaat  at  fact  at  hit 

own  plane  (c:12  had  a tall  wind  of  15  to  IS  and  the  hbjeott  would 

therefore  have  been  doing  over  230  air  tpeed*  five  objeots  were  traveling  to\x^ti/ 
toutlMe't,  oppotite  oourte*  Calculating  the  tpeed  of  tho  objeott,  teveral 

different  wayt  froa  the  faott  at  hand,  Ihe  tpeed  of  the  objeott  variet  betwetn  190  to 
260  UPU*  SiiLLL  oonoludod  at  the  tlae  of  obtervation  that  he  oould  not  poetibly  iiave  turnod 
around  and  caught  up  with  the  objeott*  ihey  were  definitely  traveling  fatter  chan 
a group  of  oirdt,  and  tlower  than  Jet  planet*  ho  call  of  auoke  or  ezixautt  wat  observed* 
jCht  tpoed  of  tht  objects  appeared  to  be  tteady*-.^^ 


UNCLASSlFltD 


Terrain,  •loirmtivM,  popuX>tion,  oto#  la  aroat  S:i£i^L  fl«w  at  9000*  'r^L  whloh 
«ai  fcVtyaen  to00>  4iai  ^uuO*  atova  t^urlzTj'  xactt  of  ih*  plan*.  Ibward*  th« 

•od  of  alEhtiiic  vhon  had  baguu  to  ooiqo  down  ha  waaalaoat  on  a IoyoI  with  tliaa  1 

altituda* 


" Tna  valley  throu^jh  vhioh<4H^K  flaw  aorthf  and  the  objaota  flaw  aovis^i^  la  <*oughI 
L2  mllaa  wide*  iha  floor  of  tha  valley  ia  between  14000*  to  3000*  in  elevation*  flie 
aaat  alda  of  t.Ha  valley  ia  dOiAlnatod  by  Hart  .-ountain  (i:^^0*  In  elevation)*  liai't 
itlountaln  starve  on  on  elongated  duff,  which  haa  an  aliaoet  sneer  drop  of  around 
1000'*  ihe  bluff,  and  all  tha  terrain,  againat  whioh^^tfR  aaw  objeota  is  ^uite  dark 
in  oolor*  Jia  objeota  stood  out  in  oontraat  to  tiio  dark  ooXor*  iha  objects  appesj*ad 
to  ba  UDpalnted  uetal** 


riaof  the  bluff  on  the  east  side  of  the  valley  la  about  7000*  in  elevation* 
rru.u  . rewMtfR  yaw  the  objoata  (at  9000*  elevation)  tiiey  wore  rou,jhly  in  lino  a.tci 
ih#  rim  of  the  bluff  (7000*)*  asauning  the  objeota  were  one  (1)  to  threo  (j)  milos 
awaya  from  the  bluff ->ria9  tciay  were  probably  flying  at  about  £000*  U3b,  and  about 
3300*  above  the  valley  floor*" 


"lha  valley  wnera^^Hraighted  the  objeota  ia  aparaely  pepuXatadi  howwvor,  there 
are  a number  of  ranch ea  there  - mure  than  are  indioated  on  the  boiee  (V«k)  Aeron- 
autical Chart*^|^M%aIievaa  that  If  persona  living  in  tha  valley  were  gueo ticned, 
ohancoa  are  several  mi^ht  be  found  wno  saw  the  objeota  from  the  ground*  4^BRhaa 
flown  through  this  valley  itany  times  in  going  between  California  and  s^regon  and  does 
not  recall  ever  having  seen  another  airplane  in  the  valley  where  he  sighted  the 
objoa\«a*  ihe  valley  la  not  a oom-Tieroial  airway  route,  and  ia  seldom  used  by  private 
planes*  tf^^l^does  not  recall  ever  seeing  any  autonobiles  on  tdie  dirO  roads  in  to* 
valley,  shown  as  suoh  on  the  Boise  (V-£)  aootion  Aerouautioal  Chart*" 


at  the  beginning  of  obaerr^tion,  when  the 

oculd  not  distinguish 


"Kumber  and  f ormatl;*n  of  objeetat 
objaota  were  a few  de^^eea  to  ^ho  auixboard  of  dead  ahead, 
separata  objeota  - all  ho  saw  wore  refleotionai  however,  as  ne  ca^ae  closer  and  passed 
vhea  by  5*1/^  ^ 7~l/^  cliche  definitely  saw  six  (6)  or  seven  (7)  separate  objects* 
be  on  the  safe  side  states  with  positiveness  that  there  wore  no  less  ttuin 

five  (3)  objeota  and  no  acre  tlian  (£)  eight*  ** 


* ihe  objects  were  always  in  fils  foroatlon  (one  behind  the  other)  and  tiiere 
appeared  to  be  no  e^tange  in  altitude  of  the  forsiation*  iho  a,>aoe  between  tue  lead 
otjeot  SLQU  the  next  ono  was  ihroe  or  four  tiaea  the  leu^^th  of  one  of  the  objeota* 
tii#  dlatauoe  betwaan  tha  aao^nd  and  tha  following  objeota  was  between  one-hulf  and 
two-thirds  the  length  of  tlie  objeota*  aooordingly,  if  tha  objeota  wars  kO*  in 
tha  dlatanea  batwaon  j/l  and  ^ was  60  to  60  fast,  and  tha  diatanoe  batwaen  and 
tha  othara  was  betwaan  10  and  17  faet*  iha  diatanea  batwaen  tho  ebjaots  appeared  very 
eonatant*  *ha  objeota  war#  so  olosa  and  appeared  to  keep  their  formation  spacing  in  a 
ouuinar  w^doh  indicated  thay  might  iAve  been  uttder  tow  by  tzie  leading  objtdt*-*  At  the 
diatanoe  of  airhidng,  no  connection^  If  there  was  any,  oould  possibly  have  been 
observed*  i^pRPia  poaitlva  that  tha  objaota  were  se^^ate  objects  beoauaa  ha  was  able 
to  so#  terrain  batwoea  them*  Hia  formation  did  not  fluotuato  in  flighti  the  objeota 
flaw  vary  evenly  and  ataadily*  Aiana^^^laat  aaw  tha  objeota  they  wore  going  out  of 
visual  range  on tho  horlson** 


"ffoathor  and  visibility  at  time  of  obaervationt  Visibility  was  axoeptionally 
good**^|^BP^;uld  aaa^iiaraay^lAke,  60  ndles  diatmnt,  and  could  aoa  smoke  rising  from  t 
aaw  milla  at  Burns,  dragon,  /3  miles  aiatand  • Hiara  wars  a fow  scattered  clouds  at 


PNCLASS';  . 


\ 


Unclassified 


b«tw«an  liifOCO*  and  18,OUO 
oloudi  ftt  1^,000*** 9 
to  mildly  turbuXont* 
sun  ana  objeots*** 


Xho  iTbathor  roport  at  tho  tlxio  indlomtod  ‘'•aattsred 


ihs  air  was  very*  aciootiit 

'^0  sun  was  west  of 


orzoally  tha  air  in  tne  area  it  li^iit 
tiiat  plane  eaa  between  tue 


”Looati&n  of  sir;Atln;;  ob.ltfo^st  (jivfcr  to  toiso  (V««i  ^cotlonal  /leroiAutical  >hart)« 
uL:JiJj^8  io:^& -ji.^21  W;;oa  ctJuo«;s  Aoro  flrat  W4is  * U g ii;is  poii.t  aus 

oo.tipuLeti  f ruRi  d-ie ioown  ^ruurai  s^eod  aua  the  esciiiiated  uLue  inverval  during;  which 
observed  the  objeata*  ;Thls  poeitltn  oould  possibly  be  aa  .t.ucU  as  five  (>)  ndX^s 


of  tho  position  ^iveu« 


when  objeoua  left  nla  visual 


was 


I V ' 

'u 


119%9’>«»  flew  in  a straight  line  between  dieae  coordinates* 


houation  of  objects  when  first  observed! 


30 


pd'fi,  119X3* 


X#ocation  of  objects  wnen  iasc  seem  Il9*'4<:>*i(* 

die  objects  ^uode  a slight  Oiian^e  of  course  from  quarter4.ng 
etral^ht  line  of  flit^iit*** 


o parallaling  d:.:.Lh*s 


o*  ^ (iziaotivv>f  worittl  ne  nas 

oot^dssionSdnns^^  ’3  January  194L»  .seirTed  at  corpus  Chrieti  thirty  iyO)  aays  <\V  (X), 
in  i/allas  two  xuuti'iS  X*erriad  d^J*s  from  bertn  ^uucrican  oaii^,ar.y 

plants*  was  at  tallow  Grove*  ren..sylvania*  thirty  (pO)  days  served  at  onock^out  b^se 
for  ferry  d^'oadron  Vid«'(<d;  at  Gcluriibus*  and  served  at  Columbus  until  i^u^ust  19^*  >*e 

was  t;isn  with  VAjf\p)  at  X’erxinal  Isloi^d*  California*  wnore  i;e  beca.ue  ie^al  and 
personnel  officer*  he  was  from  tiie  <iavy  in  January  19L^  und  Lt  JG* 

holds  i^val  h.vxator*s  Certificate  wMSMPHb*  plus  a senior  pilot's  t^ade  in  the  i^erry 
Niegs  of  the  havy  air  transport  Conu*and*  ue  also  holds  a comiaeroial  license*  single 
and  iuulti^sn^ins*  and  fli^Jit  instruotor's  ratxn^s*  uis  fliglit  tixio  be;;an  in  19pa  urxl 
now  totals  over  ^^00  hours*  of  wnioh  tiras  IjiJO  hours  were  in  tue  united  Gtutes 
a -li-Li.  secured  a private  license  in  193^«  s transx^ort  license  in  19i7*  s oo:.!ucrciaI  pilot' 
license  in  I9p^*  and  was  re^iesueu  ouxnercial  pilot's  lioouso  in  l9u£?«  from  .aren 
to  September  194^  he  was  a fli;,ht  Instructor  for  the  Aruy  Air  zoroe  (five  months  as 
primary  instructor  at  Lancaster*  JaXif ornia)  •from  ^e^  tejiber  lji*3  January  19^4r  he  flew 
fro  Superior  uil  Jumi-any  of  Cglifomia*  Sinco  19L0  been  Vioo  .'resident 

of  the  i^^al  /stroleum  Jompany  of  California*  Lon^  coach*  a conoern  in  nhioh  he  and  nis 
rolatit'ns  own  all  of  U:e  stock;  he  also  is  ^art  owner  of  three  (3)  cldior  oil  producing 
eoAOsrJtf  in  oout/^ern  California*  S.o<LL  is  married  and  has  ti^ree  (p)  ouildroa*  :tas 
a Lj  and  ba  dct^reo  from  iiis  University  of  SoutliOrn  Califurnia;  he  alto  hau  two  (x.}  ours 
of  law  at  Uie  University  of  Jouoaern  California*  tixity  (^)  jears  of  a e 

but  appsars  to  have  a luo<:^round  of  ex^^crienos  few  uon  rU.a  a^e  possess*  nc  ic  be- 
lieved to  bs  conservative*  sincere*  absolutely  reliable*  and  very  competent*'* 


• 


UNCLASSIFIED 


$ 


4 


e. 

9. 


? ) 


•»  • 


ivziVEm  ifo 


D&te  Ob»»rT%ticu 


Ixtb. 


2. 

з. 

и. 


What  attracted  attention 


Exact  Tl«  (local)  mCU^C' „ -} 

Place  5f  Observation  271  jiorth  120**W  and  A’urui  11$?^  f*est 

(acuvicrn  ure^ron) 

Position  of  obserrer  SKT’ aircraft,  toure<>  KkL  at  f,OOC  feet  at  Eli; 


Jin. 


ivefleetlen  of  Sun  on  object 


6»  Kumbor  of  objeote  ^ to  In  file  fomatieja»at  interval  of  5 to  i*  tiaee 

' object  for  firet  object^  balance  at  l/d  to  E/p  len^tn  el  1 

7 • Apparent  e lae 


leaf  till  of 
ibjeet* 


^mller  tnac  filter  plana  eeticated  aa  probably  lees 
length* 

Color  of  object  l^ke  unpainted  aetel* 


timn  EO ' in 


Shape  £Xongated  oval  er  round  (length  to  width 

p;l* 


ratio  2|I,  length  to  ^o  toieiobeec  n 


10*  Altitude  . &,000  * ti&L  ^,900  above  terran 


11*  Direction  from  observer 


Aorth  east* 


12.  Distance  from  observer  ^ 

13.  Direction  of  flight  *f  ebject(s) 


£ SW 


li4.«  Time  in  sight 


15.  Speed  2^  (frobeWy  I90T*  B6C  al'H) 


l6*  Sound  and  odor 


17.  Trail 


bona  aotioad 


IS.  Luminosity  anfXoet4»d, 

19.  Prtjootione 

20.  Uaneuversji(j  oiwuage  In  alUtode  level  steady  fUgbt. 

21.  Manner  of  disappearance  j^im  out  of  vieual  raz^e 

22.  Effect  on  Clouds 

23*  Additional  Infomatiorv  concerning  object 

2U.  Weather  Conditions  clouds  at  li;.,CK)C  to  lb,000  feet 

(over) 


UhlCLA 


^ified 


^ r 


2.  - / 


9 


INCIDENT  NO. 


392 


1,  Date  of  Observation  27  I'Ay  19U9 


Date  of  Interview 


2.  Exact  Time  (local) 


II425 


5.  Place  of  Observation  Jetv/een  142°  27*  forth  120°Vund  li2®  lil » forth  119° 

Southern  Oregon 

U*  position  of  observer  jiir,  SNJ  aircraft,  ooiirae  at  9000  ft  with  1^-lci 

wind  at  212  ?/PH  airspeed 

5*  *'*<hat  attracted  attention  to  object  I-.eflaction  of  sun  on  object 


.1-^  tail 


Number  of  objects  5 ^ in  I’ile  forrjition  at  interval  of  6 to  f.timos  lar.;-ch  of 

objeot  for  first  obje  -t,  Jalanoo  at  to  2/3  len^-th  of  ooject 


6. 

7*  Apparent  size  Smaller  than  fighter  plane  estimated  as  prcb:ibly  loss  thar  20*  in  ler^th 


Color  of  objeot  Like  unpaintod  metal 


Shape  £lor  -*a';ed  oval  or  round,  len  ; 

5»I 


to  width  ratio  2il,  len>^h  to  thioki.ess  ratio 


titude  7500-o000*  IISL  3500  above  terrain 


f 

Direction  from  observer  Northeast 


Distance  from  observer 


5 1/2  to  7 1/2  liiles 


13.  Direction  of  flight  of  objoct(s) 
ll4»  Time  in  sight 


SSVtf 


15*  Speed 


At  least  230  MPH  (probably  I90  to  260  llPIl) 


l6»  Sound  and  odor 


17.  Trail 


None  noticed 


IS.  Luminosity 


Reflected 


19,  Projections 


20.  Maneuvers 


No  ohan-^  in  altitude  level  steady  flight 


21.  Manner  of  disappoaranoo  Passed  out  of  visual  range 

22.  Effect  on  Clouds 

23.  Additional  information  concoming  object 


000 


(over) 


I 


Pago  2 

I'ano  and  address  of  obsorvor 


Incident 


Los  Angelos^ 
Califorr  ia 


Occupation  and  hobbiosj 


Private  pilot,  Lt  (j^j)  in  USTI3  (ir.aotive) 


Comments  of  Interrogator  rclativo  to  intolligonco  and  character  of  obsorvor(s)i 

Aipears  oorservative,  ainoere,  absolutely  reliable,  and  very  competent 


ITAIJPjiTIl*::  SbllMARYi  

On  Friday,  27  ^-ay  Los  4ingelea, 

California,  was  flying  his  privxtely  owned  SNJ-type  aircraft  from  Red  Bluff,  California, 
to  Burns,  Oregon*  He  departed  Red  Bluff  at  P.S.T*  and  arrived  at  Burns  at 

hours  P*S.T«  At  11^3  hours,  samj  date,  observed  the  sun  rofleoting  on  an 

object,  or  objects,  at  a oonsidorabl ' distance ^lead  azid  a few  points  to  the  starboard* 
He  oontinuod  to  watoh  the  course  taken  fay  the  reflecting  oiatctrial,  expecting  it  to 
matf^rlalise  into  a conventional  aircraft  as  the  dictanoe  lessened  between  hin  and  the 
objoot  or  objects*  As  the  objects  reaohv-d  the  long  bluffs  (shown  on  the  Boise  (V-2) 
Aoronautioul  Chart  as  liart  Ilountain)  whioh  run  for  a number  of  miles  along  the  east 
side  of  8on»  dry  laices  (Swamp,  Flagstaff,  Campbell  and  Storo  Corral  La^as),  he  observed 
that  instead  of  a single  object  there  were  sevtjral  whioh  seemed  to  bo  flying  in  forma* 
tion*  At  this  point  the  objeots  appeared  to  have  changed  tiioir  course  so  that  they 
wore  paralleling  his  course  and  were  following  the  bluffs*  so  that  they  were  parallel* 
Ing  hjs  course  and  v/ere  following  ttie  bluffs*  rim  at  about  1000  to  1^00  feet  below 

altitude  at  a distance  which  he  estimates  to  have  been  to  7-l/^  miles* 

certain  that  it  could  not  have  been  as  far  as  ten  (10)  miles  since  the  bluffs 
were  less  than  tan  (lo)  miles  away  and  he  oould  see  the  objeots  outlined  against  the 
bluffs*" 


f 


(lav  tf  J«l  47) 

ROUTING  AND  I 

U««  IMt  f«MH  fer 

vHklft  Wa^OaHtrt. 

NasWr  *11  etaimnto  CMs#c«tiv*lf. 

Uif  mlirv  wWth  •!  aM#!.  Witi  tldt*. 


fhi#  ijl 

AddfAMAt  AAd  AddftAAAA< 


i t#  diiltnilA 


NaIa  vAmlAA  aIaha!  aC  lAwer  lAft  Af  f%tm, 
RamaIaIai  ApAet  1a  ■An«lAfil  Anif  fAl 
prAptr  •MAlAA  Af  typtwrltlAA  AlfPAlArA. 


^ATERIEL  COMMAND 

■At  IhIHaU  Af  dlclAlAr  And  IfpbC.  UIapKapa 

■ikAr  APd  lAfAlbn  tA  Hfkt  Af  AlpnmtArA. 


dApAniU  caiampU  hf  iMritAntAl  IIpaa  AerAtt  pAfA. 


tVlMCT 


TO 


Projegt  Grudc©  306-39S 


L.' 


MCHR 
r,IG  RROA 
UCRi^ 
lICRJiCO 


noM 


MCIAXS 


Mn  21  Jul  49  COMMtNT  NO.  1 


!•  This  office  Is  ciirrently  cnga^^ed  In  the  Investigation  and  study 
of  all  reported  unidentified  aerial  phenomena.  Under  authority  contained 
In  paragraph  No.  4 of  Technical  instruction  21S5  Addendum  3,  this  Cnm-'-tand, 
dated  11  ]?’ebruary  1948  the  assistance  and  cooperation  of  your  office  Is 
requested. 

2.  The  Inclosed  Information  regarding  the  sighting  of  unidentified 
aerial  objects  in  the  vicinities  of  Arrey,  New  ITexlco  and  Southern  Oregon 
Is  forv/arded  for  your  review  and  comnient  as  to  possible  origin  and/or 
identification  of  these  objects. 

3.  In  view  of  the  source  of  these  reports  Headquarters  USAP  has  re- 
quested action  on  this  matter  be  expedited  and  that  both  incidents  be  give 
special  attention  in  an  effort  to  obtain  a logical  explanation. 


4.  It  Is  desired  this 
mated  date  your  comments  can 


office  be  advised  by 
be  expected*  ^ 


Incls 

1*  Cy  of  Statement 

2.  Guide  to  Investigation 

3.  Incident  Summary  392 


telephone  of  the  esti- 


!7.  R.  CLINGlPd'AN 
Colonel,  USAP 
Chief,  Analysis  Division 
Intelligence  Department 


G.;T/rj? 
6-6308 
Post  219B 
31  288 


PD 


^ Amu 

DECLAeS^^-Upiji  520O.IO 


or 


W7*O*30  A7t  41  l««M 


ROUTIl.G  AND  F 

!•  Ihli  for  inlrr*offleo  corttipondtneo 

tih\n  Midquorttra. 

vinbor  oil  tommtnU  coni«colUcl7« 

M ontlrr  width  of  nhr«t,  iMth  tldeo. 


DRD 


t ^ 1,1  , 

Um  oolhoHte^  ftrmboh  to  dmirfioto 

oddroMor  and  tdilronfoo. 

NoU  womlnt  tlrnol  «t  lovor  Ufi  of  form. 
BoMlalBff  opoeo  b iuffirUnt  onljr  for 
propor  opHrinp  of  trpowrllton  picootort. 


, MA-^RIEL  COMMAND 

PUco  IpIiIoUi  of  dIeUlor  ona  trplit.  Irirphorio 
noaibor  ond  lorotion  to  rlfht  of  oip»  .toro. 


8oporolo  commfAl]i  hf  horltontol  llnop  ■croop  pofti 


fUlJiCT 


Prolect  Orud"€) 


MC  lAXS 


mCLAZST.O 


1 A\x^  i;9  co«**®ntno. 


U 


at 


!•  In  the  analysis  of  the  data  presented,  the  first  question 
must  be  answered  - "Did  the  observers  actually  perceive  the  ob.lects  which 
they  describe  throufrh  their  physical  sensing  organs  or  were  they  croa:ed 
within  the  observer,  l.e,  noise?"  The  objects  have  been  seen  simultan- 
eously by  several  observers  and  certain  common  characteristics  described. 
This  is  irrefutable  evidence  and  it  must.be  recognized  that  the  objects 
which  the  observers  reported  were  real  and  perceived  from  stimuli  receive 
from  outside  the  observer. 


2.  Now  let  us  examine  the  testimony, 
brought  out  by  the  observers? 


What  are  the  firm  facts 


a.  The  object  had  contrast  with  the  sky  by  virtue  either  of 
a high  albedo  or  radiation  emlnatlng  from  its  surface. 


b.  The  object  was  moving  relative  to  the  observer.  The  speed 
at  which  the  objects  were  moving  cannot  be  established  to  any  degree  be- 
cause of  the  lack  of  range  information.  ’.'Whether  it  was  moving  with  the 
air  mass  or  not  is  not  certain.  Shell  observed  the  object  to  be  moving 
retrograde  to  his  own  vehicle  at  an  estimated  230  mph  airspeed  but  with- 


forv/ard  of  the 
of  being  a brlrh 
closer,  its  size 
athwart  shin 


out  definite  range  measurement,  very  little  can  be  made  from  this  part  of 
the  observation.  Bright  objects  appear  to  be  larger  when  viewed  at  a 
distance.  Consequently  one  could  assume  any  number  of  situations  v/hlch 
would  physically  satisfy  the  conditions  described  bv  the  observer,  l.e. 
the  object  could  be  at  rest  in  the  air  mass;  ;vhon  viewed 
athwart  ship  axis,  the  object  would  appear  lar^e  because 
object  at  a distance  In  a free  field,  as  the  object  came 
would  appear  in  truer  perspective  and  to  the  rear  of  the 

* * A A 

axis,  the  object  would  again  appear  to  be  larger.  This  v/onld  give  the 
impression  of  great  distance  and  consequently  rreat  speed  for  a given 
angular  rate.  In  the  case  of  the  ground  observer,  the  an~*ular  rate  was 
equivalent  of  the  anticipated  motion  of  the  air  mass  but  of  a different 
direction.  Variation  In  altitude  could  account  for  this  different  direc- 
tion of  air  mass;  consequently,  it  cannot  be  definitely  established  that 
the  bodies,  observed  were  not  moving  with  the  air  mass,  and  on  the  other 
hand,  it  cannot  be  proved  that  they  were.  Therefore,  all  we  can  conclude 
was  the  object  moved  relative  to  the  observer  at  an  unknown  speed.  . 


.V 


c.  Configuration:  Elongated  oval;  a solid  of  revolution. 

These  seem  to  be  a common  observation. 


A*  > « 


d.  Size:  Indefinite 


%• 


9 • 


4 ^ 


> . 


■ e.  Altitude:  Shell  reported  what  can  be  considered 
observatibn  of  beneath  the  level  of^hls  p'lVn  vehjlcle  which  was 
above  mean  sea  level  and  bfiOOvto  9009 - f t . '.alSov^^the  terrain. 


a reliable 
at  9000  ft 


WP*U1S  FEB  4t  4 Mil 
AMC  Form  N«.  S (■#. 


SSnASSinar: 


ON  OTHEi  SIOII 


l#fwi  r^l«cM  AMC 
b#  VMd  mNI  ftfockt  M 


. 1(^3,  wtiich  will 
mtm  MliMUed. 


. N • w*l  if':  * 


t 4 ^ 


OATI 


COMMBCr  NO. 


ts  Geographic:  It  is  to  bo  notca  that  the  local  of  these  two 

observations  was  in  the  semi-desert  waste  lands  of  '.Vcstern  U.S,  , in 
general,  a .region  of  low  surface  earth  conductivity  and  low  humidity  and 
sharp  changes  in  the  refractive  index  of  light  and  temperature  near  the 
surface  of  the  earth  and  high  thermal  .current  in  the  air  mass  . 


i 


3.  Let  us  consider  the  objects  and  phenomena  which  in}iabltate  or 
manifest  themselves  in  the  atmosphere  near  the  surface  of  the  earth. 


Natural 


Life 


birds 

bugs 

• * 

Physical  Disturbances 

• 4 

Particles  - dust  - water  vapor 
Optical  Anomalies 
Energy  Exchanges 

b.  Alrborn  Vehicles 

. Conventional 

Non-conventlonal 

and  let  us  discuss  each  of  the. items: 

(!)  Of  the  animal  life  that  can  make  itself  alrborn,  only 
two  general  classes  need  be  considered  - birds  and  bugs.  3oth  of  these 
can  propel  themselves  in  the  atmosphere  and  have  been  reported  found  at 
high  altitudes  probably  as  a result  of  the  vertical  motion  of  air  masses 
and  not  of. their  own  locomotion.  That  these  animals  could  c^lve  the  con- 
figuration and  albedo  reported  by  the  observers  is  possible.  Swarms  of 
bugs  are  known  to  make  mass  migrations  and  are  believed  to  be  responsible 
for  the  "angels"  sometimes  seen  on  Radar  presentations.  The  arbitrary 
weighing  given  to  the  plausibility  of  the  objects  reported  being  animal 
life  is  one-tenth,  where  unity  is  defined  as  certainty. 

(2)  Physical  disturbances,  by  which  is  meant  any  distur- 
bance to  the  natural  homogeneous  distribution  of  the  constituents  of  the. 
atmosphere  and  their  energies,  such  as  dust  particles,  accelerated  by 
hermals  or  water  vapor  or  ice  particles,  could  conceivably  assume  the 
configuration  reported.  That  dust  laden  air  can  be  made  to  retain  its 
original  conx-lguratlon  for  long  periods  of  time  is  evidenced  by  the 
British  experiments  for  determining  the  velocity  of  the  unper  air  mass 
(100,000  ft.)  by  the  use  of  puffs  of  smoke  from  rifles.  These  particles 
can  also  have  the  albedo  observed.  There  are  other  phenomena  which  are 
the  result  of  energy  exchanges  w^lch  gives  small  masses  of  gas  luminosity 
and  self  propelling  energies,  one  .of^.tJiese  IX.theJ'Elre  Ball"  or  nltrorien 
glow  discharge  that  often  ts  seen  accompanying  static  discharges.  Optica! 
anomalies  are. coromon  in  tropical  atmospheres  and  varying  indices 
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of  refraction  f^ive  curved  paths  to  11, ^ht  propogation.  Althou'^h  there  is 
little  evidence  to  support  the  optical  anomaly  conclusion,  is  tliere 
reason  to  exclude  it?  The  arbitrary  wei^-hin.^  riven  the  probabllit;''  of 
ph3»‘sical  disturbances  belnp;  -he  phenomena  observed  is  tv/o-tcntlis. 

(5)  The  conventional  alrbom  vehicles,  when  viewer!  from  a 
distance  at  unfavorable  aspects,  do  present  the  appearance  of  ellipsoid, 
have  the  appearance  of  reflection  observed  and  commonly  frequent  the 
atmosphere  close  to  the  earth.  Hov/ever,  when  viev/ed  from  less  than  10 
miles  over  a period  of  minutes,  most  aircraft  would  present  a recornlzabl 
configuration.  The  arbitrarily  asslfmed  probability  Is  one-tenth. 

(U)  I^or  non-conventional  aircraft,  one  must  say  that  no 
such  configurations  are  knovm  to  Allied  aircraft  designers:  that  no 
propulsion  systems  capable  of  moving  against  estimatable  (from  our  presen 
aeronautical  engineering  knov/ledge)  drag  forces  through  the  distances 
commensurate  with  the  spheres  of  our  Influence  are  known.  Yet  this 
exists  as  a possibility  and  the  arbitrarily  assigned  probability  is 
one-tenth. 
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.assisted  in  t..e  i;;ve?tifcTr.tion 


3.  On  21  Se|i5ten'ber  1949i  Sheriff  TG!I  ^!^I0TT|  Lake  County, 
Lakeview,  Ore^ijoa,  advised  tint  ..is  office  has  received  no  rerorts  of 
unconventional  aircraft  in  the  Hart  Mountain  area. 


4*  On  21  S^tenter  1S49»  ar.d  Mrs.  L.  J.  AD.*iI:S,  superintendent 
of  the  antelope  grjne  reserve,  Kart  Mountain,  in  Lnlrc  County,  Oro£on, 
advised  that  they  liave  neither  seen  nor  he?rd  of  any  unconventiona*  air- 
craft in  the  Hart  Mountain  area. 


AT  PLUSH,  o?jpc:i 

5.  On  21  feeptenber  1Q49,  Mr.  J.  C.  Cu.,-T.A:^;and  Mr.  HAY  S, 

both  of  Plush,  Oregon,  advised  thnt  thev  have  neither  seen  nor  heard  of 
any  unconventional  aircraft  in  tiie  hart  Mountsin  area. 

AT  }rOHTL.V;D,  OHhflClT 

6.  Mr,  SThiTS,  U,  S,  lihKT,  i/eat.ier  5urr-*au,  Custons  Mouse, 

220  8th  Ave. , Portlanvi.,  Ore.,  was  intei’vieved  in  his  ofiice  o::  11  Oct 

1949*  After  reviewing  werther  ciaarts  for  27  L549f  nc  advisee  t:..-.t  * .ere 

are  no  telet;/pe  seauence  charts  for  Lakeview,  Ore^n;  howe^^er,  t-;c  nearest 
weather  t..  tz*e  tir.e  of  sighting  of  unconventioiinl  aircraft  is  for  12^7  hO';Ts 
(PST),  27  1949*  This  vreat.her  rerort  was  sent  out  frer.  Hurns,  Cre-'-on, 

and  reads  as  follows;  Amount  of  clouds;  1-  at  45CO  feet;  Surface  win^s 
from  south,  9 niiles  velocity;  Visibility;  30  niles;  Humidity;  dry  bulb  - 
76.S,  wet  bulb  - 56.2;  Pressure  chan«"e  - 060.  Mr.  SlVil.  S also  advised  t ■ t 
the  only  winds  aloft  report  for  ti^at  area,  v.'as  at  Burns,  Oregon,  as  contained 
in  published  chart.  After  reviev/ing  chart  for  I9OO  hours  (FST) , 27  M*ay  1949, 
nearest  report  to  tine  of  sighting  of  unconventional  aircraft,  he  advised 
that  v/inds  aloft  were  as  follows;  Surface:  34o®  at  10  Imots;  6OOO  feet; 

340°  at  39  knots;  SOOO  feet:  300°  at  I6  knots;  10,000  feet:  24o°  at  22 
knots;  12,000  feet:  220°  at  30  knots;  l4,000  feet:  210®  at  32  knots; 

16,000  feet:  190°  at  33  knots;  18,000  feet:  180®  at  39  knots;  20,000  feet: 
190®  at  39  knots.  He  furtlier  advised  that  since  Lakevievr  is  not  a weather 
station,  there  could  not  have  been  any  weather  balloons  or  testing  devices 
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